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THE FAITHFUL FEW. 


BY REV. A. J. HOUGH. 


While some may celebrate in song 
The glory genius yields, 

Or magnify the brave and strong 
Who die on battle-fields, 

I'll raise salvation’s cup to view 
And sing forgotten worth, — 

“ Here’s to tbe Lord’s own faithful few, 

The noblest race on earth!” 





They haunt life’s pathways lone and cold, 
And work where none may view, 
Like that Samaritan of old 
Beside the wounded Jew. 
They aid the tired in heart and limb 
Who ’neath their crosses fall, 
As Simon bore the cross for Him 
Who bore the cross for all. 


They close the preacher round about, 
His falling hands reverse, 
For what would Joshua be without 
His Aarons and his Hurs? 
To humble tasks they turn, as though 
A bright immortal crown 
Gould be obtained through kneading dough, 
Or sweeping cobwebs down. 


The sick oves brighten when they call, 
A word from them is worth 

More than the doctor’s skill and all 
The medicine on earth. 

Their style of dress is far from new, 
Their speech a trifle quaint, 

But they approach the nearest to 
My notions of a saint. 


To operatic plaints and trills 
They never kindly take, 

And stand at fairs and festivais 
Like martyrs at the stake. 

But in some lowly dwelling-place, 
Of earthly comfort shorn, 

They minister with matchless grace 
As to the manner born. 


On Sunday, listening to the Word, 
At church they're always scen; 

When they ugreed to serve the Lord, 
His storms were counted in. 

At week-night meetings they appear, 
God’s blessing to invoke; 

If Sunday Christians live, ’tis clear 
They’re not that sort of folk. 


To favor the collection plate 
They need not speech nor song, 
They act as though they couldn’t wait 
Until it came along. 
And since man’s purpose seems to be 
For self alone to live, 
It does a body good to see 
Those blessed people give. 


To strangers lingering in the aisle, 
Ne’er seen at church before, 

They give their pews up with a smile, 
And sit back by the door; 

Or if one shares their book and sings, 
The fact is plainly shown 

That out of others’ comfort springs 
A large share of their own. 


Their lives for righteousness declare; 
Their memories, when dead, 

Are with us still as perfumes rare 
From precious ointment shed. 

We need not fear what wind may blow 
Of doctrine strange and new, 

While God unto His church below 
Shall spare the faithful few. 


White River Junction, Vt. 





BENARES. 





BY BISHOP R. 8. FOSTER. 





The ride from Calcutta to Benares 
—a distance of between four and five 
handred miles, along the valley of 
the Ganges —takes about eighteen 
hours. The first hundred and forty 
miles is in the night, and the country 
cannot, of course, be seen to advan- 
tage. It is said to be somewhat 
hilly. In the early morning we saw 
a few hills looking like exaggerated 
American mounds, but for more than 
two hundred miles the land as far as 
the eye could reach was as level as a 
floor. I have never seen so large an 
extent of country so absolutely flat 
and unvarying in surface; no prai- 
rie of the West compares with it. 
The land is of boundless fertility, 
and though cultivated for thousands 
of years liberally, produciag three 
erops in two years at the very least, 
seems not as a rule to be exhausted 
or even tired. The cultivation is 
oriental, and the implements prim- 
itive, but to all appearance is as 
perfect as possible. There is no 
waste or fallow land. The popu- 
lation is fabulous. The fields are 
covered with people. Queer native 
‘towns, such as have been de- 
scribed already, dot the whole sur- 
face of the country at intervals of a 
mile or two; whole districts contain- 
10g &@ population of three or four hun- 


dred to the square mile. There are 
many large towns of from 20,000 to 
100,000 inhabitants —as Patna, 
Burdwan and Pachete. There are 
the same appearances and facts of 
poverty and squalor noted in former 
letters. One is amazed that in a 
land of such fertility it should be 
possible to find such signs of human 
degradation and wretchedness. I am 
quite certain the average man cannot 
live in contact with what meets him 
here momentarily, without becoming 
hardened and demoralized. He loses 
his disgust first, then his pity, then 
his thought that it ought to be other- 
wise, and finally settles down into a 
kind of indifference, or more yet con- 
tent, with the situation. I think he 
is in danger of forgetting that there 
is a better and higher type of civil- 
ization, or, if he remembers it, he 
does not think it would be suitable 
for these peoples. The grotesque 
mud town, the half-nude humanity, 
the naked children, the head with 
a great burden on it, the geueral 
badges of ignorance and degradation, 
are good enough for the poor Hindoo ; 
rice and curry, five rupees a month, 
are all he needs, as the, at first, 
pitying stranger is in danger of com- 
ing to feel as he becomes hardened 
by the unintermittent squalor which 
meets him everywhere. 

We reached Benares about four 
o’clock in the evening. Of course the 
reader understands that this world- 
renowned city is both. the most an- 
cient and most sacred city of India. 
It is located on the north bank of the 
Ganges, and is the shrine to which 
the Hindoo pilgrim turns as the Mos- 
lem turns to Mecca, and as the Chris- 
tian turns to Jerusalem or Bethlehem. 
Hither hundreds of thousands of pil- 
grims swarm yearly, and while there 
are special times at which there are 
more of such than resident population 
itself, there is no time when there 
are not many within its sacred pre- 
cincts. Its resident population reaches 
about 200,000. It has 1,454 tem- 
ples and 272 mosques. Formore than 
twenty-five hundred years it has been 
famous. While many cities and na- 
tions have fallen into decay and per- 
ished, her sun has never gone down ; 
on the contrary, for long ages past 
it has shone with almost meridian 
splendor. Her illustrious name has 
descended from generation to genera- 
tion, and has ever been a household 
word, venerated and beloved by the 
vast Hindso family. And now after 
the lapse of so many ages, this mag- 
nificent city still maintains most of 
the freshness and all the beauty of 
her early youth. For picturesque- 
ness and grandeur, no sight in all the 
world can ever surpass that of Be- 
nares as seen from the river Ganges. 
McUauley speaks of her as a city 
which in wealth, population, dignity 
and sanctity, was among the fore- 
most of Asia. ‘‘It was commonly 
believed that half a million of human 
beings were crowded into that laby- 
rinth of lefty alleys, rich with shrines 
and minarets and balconies and 
carved oriels, to which the sacred 
clung by hundreds. The traveler 
could scarcely make his way through 
the press of holy mendicants and not 
less holy walls. The broad and 
stately flights of steps which de- 
scended from the swarming haunts 
to the bathing-places along the 
Ganges, were worn every day by the 
footsteps of an innumerable multitude 
of worshipers. The schools and 
temples drew crowds of pious Hin- 
doos from every province where the 
Brahmanical faith was known. Hun- 
dreds of devotees come thither every 
month to die; for it was believed 
that a peculiarly happy fate awaited 
the man who should pass from the 
sacred city into the sacred river.” 
This language which I quote from a 
local guide gives no adequate idea 
of this wonderful city. One must 
traverse its streets, must gaze on its 
temples and shrines, must be jostled 
by its crowds, must be amazed by 
its beauty, offended by its odors, 
disgusted by its idolatry, shocked by 
its sacred indecency, pained by. its 
shameless but holy obscenity, puz- 
zled by its mystery, awed by its 
grandeur and antiquity, bewildered 
in its labyrinths of bazars and dens 
of diabolical worship; must see its 
aimless humanity drifting about up 
and down in masses, filling streets 
and nooks and corners and lanes and 
doors and windows, before he can 





form any idea of what is possible to 





humanity us cengregated in this idol- 
atrous city which, all in all, perhaps 
has never had a parallel in the his- 
tory of the world. 

Without stopping for rest er re- 
freshment, as we could have but half 
of the following day for sight-seeing, 
we proceeded immediately on our ar- 
rival to one of the most noted of the 
objects of interest in one of the 
extreme suburbs—the celebrated 
‘** Durga Kund,” or Monkey Tem- 
ple, as it is vulgarly called. It is an 
ancient (and one of the most popu- 
lar) shrine of the many gods wor- 
shiped by this idolatrous people. The 
temple itself is remarkable, but that 
which gives it its chief interest is its 
colony of monkeys, which are wor- 
shiped as gods. There are said to 
be literally thousands of them, and I 
cannot doubt it. We begin to see 
them sitting lazily on the houses and 
trees and walls for a half mile before 
we reach the Temple. As we ap- 
proach they swarm on trees and 
housetops, darting and chattering 
everywhere with sportive and amus- 
ing antics. On the walks and about 
the doors and spaces of the temple it- 
self they throng in droves. They 
are an ugly variety of an ungainly 
but interesting class of creatures. 
The mothers sitting arouaod with their 
babes on their arms, are disagreeably 
human. The peculiar conformation 
of the features of some of the larger 
ones, is unpleasantly suggestive of 
relationship to a troublesome variety 
of the genus homo, whose nationality 
need not be mentioned. They are 
fed and cared for by a company of 
priests who share the temple with 
them. The most noticeable differ- 
ence between the two classes, is that 
the monkeys seem better fed, more 
independent, intelligent and saucy. 
I should think there must have been 
several scores, if not hundreds, of 
naked men, women and children, in 
and about the place, who seemed to 
be on terms of close and appropriate 
iatimacy with their monkey gods. 
This monkey temple is one of the 
most ancient institutions of this hoary 
metropolis of Hindooism. On this 
spot for the thousand years in which 
these great peepul and mango trees 
have been growing, the ancestors to 
these monkeys of to-day have been 
fed and worshiped by a lousy assem- 
bly of naked Hindoos, anda more 
offensive crowd of dung-besmeared 
fakirs, ancestors to these filthy 
creatures that hold out their dirty 
hands for backshish, and depend ou it 
for a miserable subsistence. 

In the morning at peep of day we 
were summoned to our Choda Haza- 
ra, preparatory to our fofenoon ex- 
plorations. There were ten of us, 
and we required three Gahries, 
which were promptly at the door at 
six o'clock. Our first point was the 
river, to see the morning bathing — 
a religious rite sure to be celebrated 
with the sunrise by thousands of res- 
ident saints and thronging pilgrims. 
The drive from the Clark Hotel, 
which is the best in the city — small, 
clean, well located, and well kept by 
a neat and most intelligent Eurasian 
lady —is about three miles to the 
Dosasamedh Ghat, one of the several 
celebrated places of pilgrimage in this 
centre of Hindoo worship. The Tem- 
ple of the Ghat is reputed to be the 
spot on which Brahma sacrificed ten 
horses. This gives it its peculiar 
sanctity. The morning was cold for 
Benares—the mercury standing at 
about 50 —and the sun was just 
rising when we reached the shore. 
Already there were thousands gath- 
ered. For three miles the shore is 
lined with ghats, broad platforms in 
masonry and floating rafts and boats, 
on which the crowds of worshipers 
squat, and from which they descend 
into the unsacred-looking water. 
The thousands in less than an hour 
swell into tens of thousands. We 
took a boat, propelled by oars, and 
pulled slowly up close along the 
shore, barely not interfering with 
the ‘bathers, about a mile, and then 
turning floated down about two miles. 
The scene\ can never be obliterated 
—the builllings, palaces, temples, 
and domicile§, some rising from the 
water’s edge oik foundations of thirty 
or forty feet a height of six or 
seven stories, with rich balconies and 
elaborate friezes apd towers and pin- 
nacles; labyrinthsjof passages and 
solid stone stairwajs rising from the 
river to the streets\and even to the 
tops of the temples \ the multitude in 













the water and on the shore, some 
praying, others reading, trading, 
working, bathing, going through 
strange genuflections, bobbing up 
and down in the water, lifting the 
water in the hand, making spray of 
it in the sunlight, sitting with bowed 
head, dashing the water in their 
faces, spurting it from their mouths, 
immersing in it—all meaning some 
kind of worship. Immediately in 
front of the bathers floated a half- 
burned human body, which attracted 
no attention whatever except as it 
was pushed away into the stream. 
In the very centre of the bathing 
grounds is the ‘** Mer Ghat,” for 
the burning of the dead. As we 
passed up they were placing one 
body which looked like that of a 
woman on a pile of wood ‘prepared 
for the purpose ; as we returned, that 
body was half burned, and a second 
one was just fired. I did not ob- 
serve among the hundreds in the im- 
mediate neighborhood surrounding 
and touching it the least attention to 
the burning, not even so much 
as to notice it. When we stopped to 
gaze at it, a few-turned their eyes 
toward the spot, but evinced no feel- 
ing of any kind. About the last one 
that was being fired there seemed to 
be some kind of a controversy, 
but I could not tell about what; 
it seemed to be about the manner 
in which it was fixed on the wood. 
A more utter manifestation of brutal 
insensibility could not be conceived. 
That men and women could ever 
come into such a state could not be 
believed by people reared under a hu- 
mane civilization. Noone seemed to 
be concerned, in any way, by any- 
thing transpiring. The dead body 
in the water, the burning bodies on 
the shore, the hundreds of nude and 
half-nude men, women and children 
standing in and out of the water — 
neither the ~exposure of 
the living nor the brutal treatment of 
the dead, seemed to attract any more 
notice or awaken any more xentiment 
than if the tens of thousands of hu- 
man beings had been the tens of thou- 
sands of monkeys at the temple of 
Durga. 


Wearied with the unnatural scenes 
of the river’s shore, we ascended the 
long flight of more than a hundred 
steps to the ‘* Madhudas Ka Dookra” 
mosque, aud still another hundred to 
its top, that we might get the best 
view of the city. Nothing could be 
more vain than an attempt at descrip- 
tion — a bird’s-eye view of Benares 
cannot be put in words. Despairing 
of a careful survey of the many in- 
teresting localities of the city, we 
determined on a visit to a few of the 
most notable objects. We were not 
able to attempt another long flight of 
steps, and so did not visit the cele- 
brated observatory ereciad by Raja 
jay Singh about two hundred years 
ago. Nor could we visit the sacred 
well ‘* Manikarnika” in the same 
neighborhood, despite the report of 
the many wonderful things we were 
assured it could do for us. Its fetid 
waters are said to heal all manner of 
diseases — to wash away all sins, 
however heinous and abominable. 
Lacking faith, we had to give it the 
go-by; even though as a last argu- 
ment we were assured that the god 
Vishnu dug this well with his discus 
and filled it with perspiration from 
his own body, and gave it the name 
‘¢ Chakrapashkorini” (whatever that 
meavs). The guide tells us fur- 
ther that: ‘* He (Vishnu) then pro- 
ceeded to its north side, and began to 
practice asceticism. In the mean- 
time the god Mahadeva arrived, and 
looking into the well beheld in it the 
beauty of a hundred million suns, 
with which he was so enraptured that 
he at once broke out into loud praises 
of Vishnu, and in his joy declared 
that whatever gift he might ask of 
him he would grant. Gratified at 
the offer, Vishnu replied that his re- 
quest was that Mahadeva should al- 
ways reside with him. Mahadeva, 
hearing this, felt greatly flattered by 
it, and his body shook with delight. 
From the violence of the motion, an 
ear-riog, called ‘ Manikarnika,’ fell 
from his ear into the well. From this 
circumstance, Mahadeva gave the 
well the name of ‘ Manikarnika.’ 
Among the epithets applied to it are 
those of ‘Muktikshetra’ (‘ seat of 
liberation ”) and ‘ Purnasubhakoram ’ 
'& complete source of felicity a, Yee 





But, after all, we did not go to see 


. 





ix, and we have only told half that we 
missed by staying away. It was our 
misfortune, but we had also to miss 
many other places which, if we are 
to believe what we are told, it would 
be a life-time well spent to see. 

We did visit the golden temple 
(Bisheshwar). This temple is the 
most renowned of the nearly fifteeu 
hundred Hindoo shrines. It is dedi- 
cated to the god Bisheawar, or Siva, 
whose image isthe conqueror. He is 
the god regent of Benares. It is sur- 
mounted with gilded dume . and a 
tower which has the appearance of 
plated gold. It is really a cluster of 
temples in which are innumerable 
idols. They are for the most part 
male and female emblems, which are 
always conspicuous in the worship of 
Siva. The sacred Bull is in this en- 
closure and within the precincts of 
one of the temples. The Gyam 
Bapi, or Guyan Kap (‘*‘ well of knowl- 
edge”), in which as the natives be- 
lieve the god Shiva resides, is also 
here. The whole cluster is a vast 
mass of elaborate temple architecture. 
The effect of a visit is distressing and 
debauching. The place is the con- 
centrated essence of obscenity as 
much as idolatry. That which pur- 
ports to be the gateway to heaven is, 
in fact, a wide-open portal to perdi- 
tion. The whole effect of what is 
seen, aud what is suggested, and 
what is taught, is debauching and 
demoralizing. Humanity that dwells 
under the foul drippings of such a 
precinct can scarcely escape the 
foulness and pollution with which the 
entire atmosphere is saturated. 





TIDINGS FROM IRELAND. 


BY HIBERNICUS. 


——- 


All lovers of law and order will re- 
juice to learn that according to official 
statistics and the ex-cathedra utter- 
ances of*judgee of assize on circuit, 
crime has been steadily decreasing 
for some time. The dark cloud of 
evil, which has long hovered over the 
country, is passing away, and a fur- 
ther improvement in the moral and 
social condition of the people may be 
confidently looked for. Mr. Trevel- 
yan, the Irish chief secretary, public- 
ly stated in a recent speech that he 
anticipated hopefully the future of 
Ireland, and believed that if the Gov- 
ernment continued year after year 
and decade after decade to do justice 
without favor, and to exhibit firmness 
without rancor, peace and good-will 
might reign in that as in the other 
parts of the United Kingdom. 

Party spirit, which has long been 
a grave evil in the land, is just now 
running very high. As cherished by 
Protestants, and especially by Orange- 
men, against their Roman Catholic 
fellow-countrymen, it has undoubted- 
ly often operated to hinder the ‘‘ free 
course of the Gospel” among them. 
Quite recently there has been a rather 
unpleasant development of this feel- 
ing on the other side m the town of 
Wexford, which bad previously ac- 
quired an unenviable notoriety for 
anti-Protestant and disloyal sentiment 
and conduct in connection with the 
rebellion of 1798 and subsequent 
eveats. On the Sunday evening 
when Major Whittle and his compan- 
ious, according to arrangement, were 
about to begin their evangelistic mis- 
sioa in the theatre, the. building was 
seized by a disorderly mob of Ro- 
manists, who prevented the holding 
of the service, assaulted and ‘‘ boy- 
cotted” several persous known to be 
in sympathy with the work, and 
broke the windows in several public 
buildings, including the Methodist 
church and manse. Next day, how- 
ever, an extra police force was drafted 
into the town, and with this special 
protection it has been found possible 
to carry out the meetings despite the 
bitter antagonism of the majority of 
the populace. It is difficult to say 
how far the attitude of the Roman- 
ists was due to religious fanaticism, 
aod how far it was meant as a retal- 
iation for the action of the Orange- 
men in successfully hindering the pro- 
jected Nationalist meetings in Ulster. 

In Belfast and Dublin, as well as 
in several provincial towns, the Lu- 
ther commemoration passed off with 
great ¢clat, members of the various 
Protestant denominations uniting 
with commendable unanimity. At 
Belfast no little stir was caused by a 
Presbyterian minister stating at a 








meeting held under the auspices of 


the Evangelical Alliance, that the 
doctrine of the divine origin and 
right of prelacy was a hindrance to 
the progress of the Reformation. 
His statement was challenged by one 
Episcopal divine and supported by 
another. Since then a newspaper 
correspondence has been carried on, 
in an excellent spirit on the whole, 
but the entire case has been lefi 
pretty much where it was before the 
discussion began. Convince a man 
— especially a minister — against 
his will; he is of the same opinion 
still. 

The autumn campaign on behalf 
of the Methodist Home Mission 
Fand is practically ended, and the 
‘** Juvenile Christmas and New 
Year’s” collecting effort in aid of the 
Foreign Missionary Society just be- 
gun. It is amazing that in this way 
such a large amount can be raised in 
so small sums. Of the £5,173 re- 
mitted by the treasurers from the 
Hibernian auxiliary to the London 
Mission house last year, £2,503, or 
nearly one-half, was realized by the 
juvenile offerings. As is well known, 
Ireland itself is regarded as a mission 
field by the Parent Society, and re- 
ceives annually £4,500 as a grant in 
aid. 

The erection of elegant and com- 
modious churches is not being neg- 
lected by the Methodist Church: At 
Maryborough, Waterford, Carrick- 
fergus, Larne and Belfast (Creemlin 
Road) extensive schemes for renew- 
ing and improving the trust property 
are being zealously executed, while 
at Warrenpoint in County Down the 
arrangements are almost completed 
and the greater part of the funds 
subscribed for the erection of a 
church in memory of the immortal 
‘*father of our missions,” Rey. 
Thomas Coke, LL..D., who preached 
his last sermon in Jreland in that 
town before sailing for India. 

Rev. Dr. Ker, who has traveled a 
good deal on lecturing and preachirg 
tours since his return from America, 
has stated the results of his observa- 
tion in the Irish Christian Advocate. 
After describing the zeal and activity 
which now exist outside the Method- 
ist Church, he adds: ‘* In breaking up 
new ground we have to meet a state of 
things which formerly had hardly an 
existence. How far this activity 
and wide-awake spirit among other 
denominations is the result of Meth- 
odist influence is not for me to argue, 
further than to say that a good many 
sensible people are of the opinion that 
for its influence on other churches in 
this country, Methodism has been 
worth all it has cost.” 

Religion is favorable to longevity. 
** Length of days is in her right 
hand.” The father of the Irish Con- 
ference, the venerable Richard T. 
Tracy, of Limerick, lately entered on 
his ninety-third year. He entered 
the ministry in 1817, and labored 
long and successfully. Though not 
now equal to the demands of the 
‘* active work,” he is still wonder- 
fully vigorous both in body and mind. 
The last Conference forwarded to 
him a letter of affection and sympa- 
thy. His reply to this was consid- 
ered so important historically that it 
was ordered to be preserved among 
the official reeords. 

Irish Methodists have regarded 
with a legitimate pride the political 
and religious career of Sir William 
McArthur, M. P., K. C. M. G., 
one of Ireland’s most worthy and 
generous sons, who while standing 
nobly by the Methodism of the coun- 
try of his adoption, has always man- 
ifested a praetieal sympathy with that 
of his native land. He has just 
crowned his former liberal devisings 
by contributing £10,000 as the nu- 
cleus of another fund for building 
Methodist chapels in London. His 
excellent brother, Mr. Alex. McAr- 
thur, M. P., has also given £5,000, 
and Mr. W. A. McArthur £500 
toward the same object. Well done, 
McArthur family ! 

Ireland, Dee, 11, 1883. 








A GOOD SINGER CONVERTED IN 
ANSWER TO PRAYER. 


BY REY. D. NASH. 


In the Memoir of Mr. William Cand- 
ler of Colchester, England, written by 
Rev. Peter McOwan, who was a cele- 
brated preacher in the English Confer- 
ence, we find the following striking and 
instructive incidents connected with his 
conversion : — 





Mr. Candler, when in the bloom of 


youth, was favored with heariag ‘Rev. 
John Wesley when he made his last 
visit to Colchester. He had never*heard 
a Methodist preacher, and moved partly 
by curiosity and partly by a desire to 
find rest to his soul, he attended the 
service. The impression made on‘ his 
mind was deep and salutary. Hel felt 
that he was a sinver in heart and life; 
he saw that he could not save himself, 
and learning that Jesus was the sinner’s 
friend, he determined to throw himself 
at His feet, and wait, though it should 
be till life’s close, for His great salva- 
tion. The secrets of his heart were 
made manifest, and he wasready to fall 
down on his face and worship, confess- 
ing of a truth that God was im the 
midst. 

The preaching of the Methodists in 
Colchester at this time had been given 
up, mainly the result of opposition on 
the part of the clergyman of the Church 
of England. Rev. Mr. 8S—-, of St. 
Peter’s, had adopted the theory that, 
wherever the Gospel was preached_in 
the church, Methodist preaching ought 
to be discontinucd and the societies 
given up to the care of the resident 
clergyman. In conformity with these 
views he was unwearied, aud not very 
scrupulous, in his endeavors to draw 
the Colchester Methodists wholly over 
to the Church and to persuade them and 
all who were friendly to them, that the 
preachers ought to leave the town and 
confine their visjts to more destitute 
places. By these means the society 
was lessened, and the preachers were 
so dispirited that they gave up the fleld 
to their influential rival. Mr. Wesley, 
having been informed that gifts, not to 
say bribes, had been added to persua- 
sions to draw off those who were the 
fruit of his labors, gave the following 
rebuke to Mr. S—— in the course of his 
sermon: ‘I umderstand there is a 
sheep-stealer in this town who takes 
both sheep and lambs from his neigh- 
bor's fold at will. Now, I charge that 
man to desist, or to meet me and an- 
swer for his deeds at the bar of God in 
that day.” The reverend gentleman 
was present, and his subsequent con- 
duct afforded some proof that he was 
not a forgetful hearer. 

Though Mr. Candler resolved, while 
hearing Mr. Wesley, to cast in his lot 
with the Mc thodists, he did not immedi- 
ately become a member of their society. 
By attending the means of grace, his 
self-knowledge increased daily, the 
vanity of the world became more palpa- 
ble to his eye, the disguises under 
which he had consented to view danc- 
ing, with its ensnaring accompaniments, 
were torn off, and he judged this, 
his besetting sim, to be exceeding 
sinful. While he was trembling un- 
der the law as a schoolmaster, and 
judging himself unworthy to breathe 
the vital air, he was not a little sur- 
prised to be addressed one day by one 
of the members as follows: ‘* Friend 
Candler, I have spent three nights in 
prayer for you. You can sing, and we 
want a singer. You need salvation, 
and our God can save you. Now, I have 
been praying that the Lord would con- 
vert your soul and then give you to us 
to help us to shout His praise.” The 
individual who uttered the address was 
James Johnson, a poor map, but distin- 
guished for piety and strongsense. He 
had observed and deplored the great 
evils consequent upon leaving the sing- 
ing department of our worship to the 
control of persons who were neither 
converted to God nor members of Chris- 
tian society, and as the speediest and 
most effectual way of curing these evils, 
he went to Him from whom all holy de- 
sires and good gifts proceed, and en- 
treated that as He gave comverted min- 
isters for the pulpits and leaders for the 
classes, sv He would be pleased to give 
them a converted map to lead the sing- 
ing. His success may weli encourage 
imitation. (I submit this consideration 
tothe members of our churches, that 
more prayer for the singers would re- 
sult in better choirs.) For acompara- 
tively short time William Candler and 
Edward, his brother, who, though 
blind, possessed musical powers of a 
high order, were both made happy in 
God, and under their joint manag: ment 
this delightful part of divine wor- 
ship was conducted for the space of 
twenty years In a manner at once at- 
tractive and edifying. , 

Reference has been made to Mr. Cand- 
ler’s love of dancing. At the time he 
was brought to the knowledge of the 
truth, none of his relatives were relig- 
ious, mi thinking that much religion 
had made him mad, they strove to mod- 
erate his zeal, to prejudice him against 
his Methodist friends,and to induce him 
to join with them in vain amusements ; 
but while he appreciated their kindness 
and was obliging in all the affairs and 
courtesies of life, he was unmovable in 
ali matters whigh comcerned a good 
conscience and the law of his God. 
Soon afver he entered into the liberty of 
the Gospel, his eldest brother returned 
from America, where he had resided 
some years, and the different members 
of the family met to congratulate him 
on the occasion. To heighten the en- 
joyment of the evening, one of the com- 
pany proposed that dancing should be 
introduced. Tothis all agreed except 
our young friend, who statec that he 
thought they might spend their time 
more rationally. While the (ance pro- 
ceeded, his soul yearned over those en- 





{Continued on page 8.) 
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Miscellaneous. 


JOTTINGS EN ROUTE FOR TEXAS. 


BY REV. D DOKCHESTER, D. D. 


‘* Off for Texas.” On this phrase 
many «strange tale hung, a third of 
@ century and more #go, when it was 
the resort of refugees from justice, 
from debts, and from matrimony. 
These things gave Texas a bad repu- 
tation, and the foundations of civic, 
secial, financial, educational and re- 
ligious life were laid at a disadvan- 
tage. The better population, rela- 
tively small in those years, struggled 
heroically with great problems of so- 
cial and civil order. Sam. Houston, 
a man of wild adventure and milita- 
ry prowess, but possessed of such el- 
ements of sterling character that no 
prefixes of ** Hon.” or ‘* Gen.” added 
anything to his true stature, or en- 
hanced the reverence or love of the 
people for him, was identified with 
the work of this period. While Sena- 
tor from the Lone Star State, at 
Washington, his integrity and moral 
influence were excelled by few. ‘‘ Off 
for Texas ” vow excites no suspicions 
nor any misgivings ; for Texas is one 
of our sister States, and by far the 
biggest of our large family of big 
sisters, and withal very well behaved. 
It will be well for us to take uff our 
hats to her and treat her with becom- 
ing respect, for she is destined to be- 
come no mean competitor for the bal- 
ance of power in our nativpal Con- 
gress. With her immense area, for 
the most part of the richest lands, 
four times as large as all New En- 
gland, enough for an empire, if she 
retains her unity, she may at some 
distant day hold a population which, 
on the present basis, will have a hun- 
dred representatives in the lower 
House at Washington. Once men 
pulled their nats down over their 
eyes wneu they started for Texas; 
pow we doff our bats, for we are con- 
scious that it has already become a 
land of moral and civil achievements, 
and we go to study them. 

Leaving Sioux Falls, Dakota, on 
the 43d parallel, our destination is 
Sherman, on the 33d parallel, but 
only a dozen miles below the Red 
River — the northern boundary of 
Texas — a route of 860 miles by 
rail. Our way is down the rich valley 


State of Missouri, touching Council 

Bluffs, St. Joseph, Atchison, Kansas 

City, Nevada, and through the whole 

of Indian Territory, to Denison. 
KANSAS CITY. 

Failing ia connections, we spend 
one day, from 5 a.m. to 6P.M., in 
Kansas City, a place of larger pro- 
portions and of more importance than 
we had supposed. With over 60,000 
inhabitants in 1880, some claim for it 
now 100,000; but 80,000 is well as- 
sured, for it is advancing under a 
surprising impulse of growth,impress- 
ing «ll who pass through its streets. 
It is one of the most important rail- 
road centres jn the West, and its nu- 
merous lines of transit are among the 
very largest. At some hours in the 
day, its magnificent depot, with its 
large side area of tracks, covered 
with corrugated iron roofs, of grace- 
ful architecture, with its long trains 
of the most stylish cars — coaches, 
drawing-room, sleeping and dining 
cars — and its superb hotel dining hall, 
seems likea railroad paradise. On one 
beautiful excursion train from Mem- 
phis, I counted six first-class palace 
cars — the Minnequa, Sarmatia, 
Washington, Columbus, Cecropia and 
the Circassia. The city is making 
large expenditures of the most sub- 
stantial kind in public buildings, 
sewers, and streets. Everybody here 
seems confident that Kansas City has 
a great future, and the sanguine ones 
talk loudly of its outgrowing St. 
Louis — a dubious prospect. 


COMPANIONS. 


Leaving at 6 p. m., I soon found 
myself on the way to Nevada, Mo., 
in the company of agreeable and in- 
telligent gentlemen. On the seat be- 
hind me, and the first to speak, was 
Hon. Mr. Phillips, for four terms a 
member of Congress from Kansas, 
who moved to that State in the peril- 
ous ante-bellum times, as correspond- 
ent of the N. Y. 7ribune, and held 
important military offices during the 
war. He is a lawyer of consider- 
able practice in the higher courts, a 
sagacious man, and a staunch prohi- 
bitionist. On the seat with me, I 
found Mr. H. Clarkson, of Topeka, 
Kensas, a gentleman of high char- 
acter and intelligence, a staunch sup- 
porter of Methodism, and the special 
agent for the Boylston Mutual Insur- 
ance Co. of Boston, in a district com- 
prising five large Western States, and 
also for a large English Insurance 
Co. A few words, casually dropped, 
opened up a most delightful and ed- 
ifying conversation of about four 
hours long with these hitherto strang- 
ers, until we reached Nevada, where 
Mr. Clarkson left, and Mr. Phillips 


THE INDIAN TERRITORY. 


At daybreak we found ourselves at 
Muskogee, in the Indian Territory, 
situated on the south bank of the 
river Arkansas, 464 miles southwest 
from St. Louis. This Territory is a 
large tract, in width about equal to 
the distance from Boston to Albany, 
and in length averaging as far as 
from the north line of Vermont to 
Long Island Sound, with a very level 
surface, on which many cattle were 
grazing. Here are broad prairies, 
skirted with forests chiefly of oak, 
many of them of large growth. There 
are some slight hill elevations, with 
rocks, aod some plains of light sandy 
soil and scarcity of water, but the 
greater part of the Territory I saw is 
well watered and quite fertile. It is 
easy of cultivation and favorable for 
the construction of railroads, which 
run on straight lines for immense 
distances. 

At Savannah, one hundred miles 
north of Denison, are coul mines, 
producing large quantities of soft coal 
of very excellent quality. Cotton is 
easily raised in the southern section, 
and all the cereals grow abundantly. 
The Indian population, much of it 
mixed, both with whites and negroes, 
numbers about 55,000, and those I 
saw impressed me more favorably in 
respect to morals, intelligence and in- 
dustry than I had expected. The 
farming is not economically adminis- 
tered, nor are the villages neat and 
tidy, as in Northern and Eastern 
communities — a common fault of 
southern and western States. The 
government regimen, under which 
they hold their lands, with no possi- 
bility of alienating the fee-simple, 
seems to be working well for them, 
though it doubtless hinders the rapid 
development of the Territory. Not 
even by marrying an Indian squaw, 
can a white man obtain a title to the 
land. It falls to his children, 
but they cannot trade it off to 
white men. These things have 
contributed to the stability of the 
population and promoted industry — 
favorable conditions for the Christian 
missions among them. Nearly all 
the population are comprised in the 
Indian missions of the Methodist, 
Baptist and Presbyterian denomina- 
tions, the latter, I thiak, predominat- 
ing. The churches are now mostly 
self-supporting, largely supplied with 
a native ministry, and conducted in 
an orderly and respectable manner. 
Some of the communities are said to 
be beautiful examples of Christian 
purity, order and thrift. Prohibi- 
tion of the liquor traffic is rigidly en- 
forced, only the most guileful ingenu- 
ity evading it. The exceptions to 
this high moral condition are on the 
outskirts of the Territory, where the 
Indian shows his old-time fatal pre- 
disposition to adopt the evils of the 
white man’s civilization before he 
tries its virtues. 


WELCOME TO TEXAS. 


Forty hours of travel, reckoning 
out the time lost by failure of con- 
nections, brought me to Sherman, 
Texas, where I was warmly wel- 
comed by my only brother, after 
many long years of separation — so 
many that I can hardly forgive my- 
self for allowing it. Neither of us 
could say which was most to blame, 
nor did we spend any time in trying 
to decide. He has been here twenty- 
five years, ruoning the terrible ordeal 
of the civil war; since then serviog as 
mayor, clerk of the county court, dep- 
uty postmaster, postmaster, etc., and 
raising a delightful family of ten chil- 
dren, but of late years often too fee- 
ble for a long journey. I could stay 
away no longer, came and had a 
royal visit, was received with warm- 
est cordiality by all classes of citi- 
zens, and ull religious denominations. 
My brother and I lived over again 
our boyhood days and seemed to 
grow young once more; but wrinkles 
would not vanish, nor could we call 
back the sprightliness and vitality of 
our youth. 

The evening of my arrival, I went 
to hear the celebrated Rev. Dr. A. 
G. Haygood, of Georgia, preach in 
the Southern Methodist Church. He 
had been extensively announced, and 
a large audience, the élite of the city 
(a place of 8,000 inhabitants), were 
present. Dr. Haygood had been 
taken sick, and did not come. I 
was pressed into the service, after I 
reached the church, and responded 
in a sermon full of the marrow of the 
Gospel, which was warmly appre- 
ciated. My book, ‘‘ Problem of 
Religious Progress,” had reached 
here in advance of me, introducing 
me to many, and I was pressed to 
address a union meeting, in the large 
Opera House, on Sunday night, on 
the progress of Christianity. It sur- 
prised me to find an audience crowd- 
ing the large edifice, so that many 
were unable to get in, who listened 
with eager attention for more than 
an hour and a half to the discussion 
of the progress of Christ’s kingdom. 


Nov. 26, when in New England all 
our churches require hot fires; but I 
preached in the forenoon, in the 
Presbyterian Church, with all the 
windows open, the thermometer rang- 
ing among the eighties. A ‘‘ norta- 
ern” came at midnight, and Monday 
morning the weather registered its 
mark just above the freezing point. 
What about Texas? In my next 
I will tell. 





GAMMON THEOLOGICAL HALL. 
BY REV W. P. THIRKIELD. 


The citizen or traveler casting his 
eye southward from the thriving city of 
Atlanta, beholds two stately edifices 
crowning the summit of one of the loft- 
iest ridges surrounding the city. They 
are the buildings of Clark University, 
erected under the auspices of the Freed- 
men’s Aid Society. The one to the 
left is the new Gammon Theological 
Hall, which was dedicated to God and to 
the service of the church on Tuesday, 
Dec. 18. This is the first theological 
schuol of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the South, and the dedication 
of this noble structure, free from debt, 
renders it a marked occasion and one 
worthy of some record. It stands asa 
monument to the devoted, heroic labors 
of ascion of our New England Meth- 
odism, Bishop Warren. On his broad 
shoulders the enterprise, planned by him, 
has rested, and his manly strength has 
lifted it up till now the topstone has 
deen raised to its place with the shouts 
of an admiring assemblage, crying, 
‘* Grace, grace unto it!” 

The institution meets a felt need in 
the South. The church recognizes this 
fact, and its ministers welcome it with 
glad acclaim as they hasten to its halis. 
How atriking the contrast between the 
above and those days of struggle and 
opposition through which grand old 
Dr. Dempster passed in founding the 
first school of the prophets. Then 
our church opened to that noble and 
progressive worker an old frame house; 
now it generously responds to the call tu 
rear asiracture, spacious and enduring, 
for our ministry in the South. The 
chief partner of Bishop Warren in this 
enterprise is Mr. E. H. Gammon, who 
has given $8,000 towards the building 
and $20,000 to place on a firm basis the 
only endowed professor’s chair in our 
Southern schools. 

The day of dedication was one of our 

rare December days with an exhilarating 
air without, and within the university 
chapel (where the exercises were held) 
a fresh inspiration was received from 
the chief speakers of the occasion. 
The opening exercises were conducted 
by Revs. J. B. Williams, of Atlanta, 
and D. W. Hays, of Chattanooga. 
Bishop Warren then delivered a notable 
address, marked by broad learning, 
deep thought, beauty of diction, force 
and eloquence. He drew a vivid con- 
trast between the Christless education 
and development revealed in the now 
buried learning of Egypt, the effete cult- 
ure of the Greeks and the fallen law 
and empire of Rome, and that inspired 
by Christianity. The highest deveicn- 
ment of any race or nation is impossible 
without the idea of immortality; and 
without the feeling of love and account- 
ability to a divine Father, the highest 
civilization cannot be attained. By tak- 
ing a place in God’s great plan the loftiest 
achievements can alone be wrought out. 
These thoughts were then forcibly dp- 
plied to the work of the institution, 
which is to train ministers who are to 
go forth to teach and to live out the 
great truths of Christianity in the 
world. Any mere sketch of this ad- 
dress is inadequate to convey its fall- 
ness and freshness of thought. 
Dr. Rust then followed in a carefally- 
prepared address on ‘* The Christian 
Minister.” He set forth clearly the 
qualifications of a true minister, dwell- 
ing with emphasis upon the necessity 
of a genuine conversion, the power of 
a holy life, and the inspiration of an 
unmistakable call to the high office. He 
presented a forcible argument and glow- 
ing appeal for a thorough education as 
aprime essential in the work of the 
successful minister. 

At tne close of this address, Mr. J. 
W. Adams, the architect and builder, 
who has even surpassed the written 
contract in the excellence of his work, 
ina few appropriate sentences delivered 
the keys to President Thayer, who re- 
sponded in a suggestive and thoughtful 
speech. The prayer of dedication was 
then offered by Bishop Warren. 

Tne Dean of the School of Theology 
then spoke of the object and aims of 
the school, the character of the work 
proposed, and the pians inaugurated for 
thorough and practical results in the 
training of consecrated, enthusiastic, 
courageous, soul-saving ministers of the 
Word. Rev. J. B. Williams followed, 
representing the Savannah Conference. 
He assured the faculty of their interest 
in the school, and pledged their support 
and co-operation. He referred to the 
faithful work of Bishop Warren in rais- 
ing funds to establish an institution so 
much needed, and of their debt of grat- 
itude for all that has been done for the 
elevation of the people here. Major J. 
C. Kimball then offered a feeling tribute 
to the memory and work of Bishop 
Gilbert Haven and Dr. E. Q. Faller, 
‘who walked side by side with Dr. 
Rust in inaugurating these grand plans, 
and who are looking down from heaven 
to-day upon this magnificent scene.” 

Thus closed the impressive ceremo- 
nies of setting apart ‘‘ Christo et eccle- 
sie ” this noble theological hall, which, 
we trust, shall for generations send 
forth well-trained and able ministers of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

And now let us take a glance at the 
new hall. Beautifal for situation it is, 
as it stands aloft on a knoll, surrounded 
(on three sides) by a grove of pine and 
small oak. The building (110 by 52 
feet) presents a substantial appearance, 
with its solid granite foundations, its 
superstructure of brick, and its orna- 











and I changed for a sleeper. 


The day was very warm. This was 


through the broad porches we find the . 
halls spacious, with high ceilings. The 
woodwork is of oiled Georgia pine, ex- 

cept the newel posts and balusters of 

the wide, open stairways, which are of 

solid walnut. Besides the chapel and 

four commodious lecture-rvoms, there 

are thirty-two large dormitories, with 
bath-rooms on each floor. There are also 

two full suites of family rooms on the 
first floor, together with a large recep- 

tion room, library and office. The en- 

tire building is‘well supplied with water. 

The rooms are comfortably farnished. 

A foundation for a good theological li- 

brary is already secured, to which addi- 

tions are being made. Fourteen stu- 
dents are now enrolled, among them be- 
ing three presiding elders and one dele- 
gate-elect to the next General Confer- 

ence, all pursuing the regular course 
of study. This shows the desire of our 

ministers here for such training as this 

school offers, and furnishes one of the 
most forceful arguments for its estab- 

lishment. 





OUR EASTERN COUSINS. 
BY CLARE M. BLUNT. 


Among the readers of the HeraLp the 
beauties of the lake region of northern 
Maine are well understood, but the 
scenery and various resources of Nova 
Scotia have seldom been chronicled in 
the columns of the New England M. E. 
official. 

It was my highly-esteemed privilege, 
not long since, to spend some two 
months in this maritime province of 
Canada, during which time I visited 
twenty different towns and became in 
some measure familiar with the more 
striking characteristics of the section, 
enjoying the trip so much that I seek to 
take others, at least in imagination, 
among the same scenes. 

From Bangor through Old Town as 
far as Mattawamkeag, the route is not 
particularly interesting, while farther on 
a thermometer for marking degrees of 
enthusiasm would find no tourist much 
above zero, and the spirits in most cases 
would have ebbed wholly from all ken, 
being ‘‘ chiefly conspicuous by absence.” 
One passes eastward still — away down, 
‘down east,” through a low jungle or 
a stunted forest so unbrwken that one 
wonders how often the scattered settlers 
are disturbed by prowling bears or say- 
age Indians, till one remembers that 
the dead monotony of this barren tract 
has not even these to lend a charm of 
adventure to the few who dwell in the 
lowly lodges of the wilderness. There 
may be exceptional spots — oases in 
this desert land — but they must be few, 
for none were seen from the car till we 
were nearing Carleton. 

A ferry now transports passengers to 
the opposite side of the river, but a 
suspension bridge is in prospect, and 
only a little time will make the two 
cities all in one to the traveler. From 
St. John’s, N. B., across the Bay. of 
Fundy, and up the ‘‘Gut” and river to 
Annapolis is a st@amboat ride of about 
sixty miles, anda more pleasant excur- 
sion could not easily be imagined. The 
latter part of the trip is specially de- 
ligbtful, for the way leads winding 
through a narrow belt of water, and the 
shores of Nova Scotia rise on either 
hand, shutting out all turbulent waves 
and lulling the remembrance of qualms 
endured while crossing the Bay, while 
the attention becomes more and more 
absorbed by the beauty now first en- 
joyed. 

The outline of the southern coast of 
this Peninsular Province is very similar 
to the sea-coast of Maine. Cut and in- 
dented with many an inlet and tiny bay, 
the land casts a rough fringe upon the 
straggling gray beard of the Atlantic, 
while it presents a smooth and regalar- 
ly rounded outline to the waters of the 
bay rolling upon the northern side. 

This very marked contrast is seen by 
giancing at the map, but is far more 
noticeable to him who travels from one 
shore to the other and sees that the 
general character of the land is quite as 
diverse as the variation in the trends of 
the two coast lines; for while the south 
is a rough and rock-bound shore like 
that of New England, the northern part 
of the Province is almost stoneless ex 
cept upon the mountains. These differ- 
ences, though seldom mentioned, are of 
such importance that no one can obtain 
a correct idea of Nova Scotia without 
keeping them before his mind’s eye. 
Sailing up the Gut, the rounded curves 
of the shore disclose one picture afcer 
another, here a Village, there a river. 
The wooded hills of the shore every- 
where round in abrupt slopes to the 
water’s edge, and all the way from Dig- 
by, the famous watering-place, to the 
east and west, lie thickly sprinkled the 
cottages of the fishermen and occasional 
villages that are builded always close to 
the sea, negtling like sea-birds within 
reach of the spray, while up in the 
background rise the regular hills over 
which a road winds here and there like 
a ribbon, to disappear among the trees. 
Moored along the banks, the small fish- 
ing-boats of the people lie rocking lazi- 
ly on the water, while out farther still 
the wild ducks swim so near our pass- 
ing steamer that we can see the black 
and the white feathers shimmer in the 
sunlight. 

At Annapolis we are surprised to find 
many colored people living; but we are 
told they are not only refugees who fol- 
lowed the beckoning of the North Star 
to freedom from the cotton-fields of the 
** Sunny South,” but are also the de- 
scendants of slaves brought here by the 
Royalists when in Revolutionary days 
they evacuated Boston. The descend- 
ants of these old Royalists still hold the 
memory of those troublous days, and 
form the only party who are opposed to 
annexation to the United States. It is 
asserted by many of the Nova Scotians 
that if the question of annexation were 
submitted to a vote of the people, a 
large majority would be in favor of, 
rather than against, the measure. As if 
the differences of the northern and the 
southern coast lines were shadowed 


Scotians are annexationists, while those|eyes. Around this church were clus- 
of the south, and especially those living | tered a dozen or more dwellings, the 
near Halifax, are very much absorbed | little railroad station, the post-office 
in their devotion to the mother coun-|half hid in & ee 
try. None of the inhabitants seem sat-|and, what to me was more interes’ wer 
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long white board whose black letters |brances made the little church 

“ O me. 
eo eaaitoe Be hg sieem eT And so, as I rested, I thought and 
To a New Englander it seems very | thought, until my longing soal wore 
curious to see oxen all wearing bells,|out, ‘‘Lord, what can I do for this 
even when working, and their yoke is|People?” If, indeed, I had found rest 
strapped firmly bebind the horns instead | for my body, I had not found peace = 
of being held by the wooden bows else-|my soul. How could I rest quietly 
where so common. This provincial| When this people were without the 
method of yoking is condemned by Gospel or the instruction of the eo 
many of those who follow the custom, | 4ay-school, and passed the holy Sabbat 
as the whole burden rests upon the | 5° carelessly? Could I be quiet and 
creatures’ heads, instead of being| est, could I hide from my responsi- 
thrown on their shoulders. As we went| bility to God and to these eee 
farther east we found the cows wearing |00es about me? “Am I mong child bs 
bells, while oxen were yoked in the| od, my brother's keeper?” I ask 
“ good old-fashioned way,” and simal-| myself, and I could not reply nay, oa 
taneous:y we found the quality of the | could I see this people without the 
butter improving! This singular coin-| Word. Therefore, trusting in - 
cidence may not have been wholly due | Mighty promises of the good Lord, = 
to the bells and the yokes, however, as knowing that He would be with me an 
it was growing later in the season and | UPhold ine in this work, I resolved to 
May was now blossoming into June. ascertain what could be done. 

Many people in the United States| This was two years ago. I then said 
have strange ideas of Nova Scotia, and | to 8 good, persevering Christian woman, 
the provincials like to tell of “ some ‘‘Take your paper and pencil, and go 
people who came from Boston last sum- | ° each man and woman within a radias 
mer expecting to find a few scattered | Of six miles, and see how much you can 
huts of fishermen and a very rough|set toward repairing the meeting- 
country.” They came first to the green | house.” I put down my mite and bade 
and beautiful Annapolis valley, and|her God-speed. She accomplished her 
were soon ready to confess that there | Work well, and like the good and faith- 
is nothing more easy than to form erro- | ful servant of the Master, we doubt not 
neous opinions of a place that one has | her reward will be great. 
never visited. Instead of the bleak,| 48 80on as spring opened, the repairs 
rocky shores which they had pictured| Were begun, and in June, when I took 
to themselves, they entered upon a suc- possession of my lake-side home, the 
cession of most pleasing surprises. The work was nearly finished. Soon after, 
country is quite thickly settled, and in- when Bro. McDonald and his wife came 
stead of a barren land driving its in-|to rest a week with us, I said to him, 
habitants to look for food in the sea, | “ You must preach for us on Sunday.” 
the whole extent of country from An-|0f course he was willing, and so we 
napolis to Windsor is sprinkled with arranged to hold the service on the 
xmooth fields and carefully-tended or- widest piazza, for our summer settle- 
chards all in so high a state of flourish- ment had been enlarged by the erection 
ing cultivation, that the entire sweep|f other and more elaborate cottages. 
rejoices to call itself the “ Garden of On Friday evening it was suggested 
Nova Scotia.” Those who dwell here that the service should be held in the 
tell us it is a garden that never becomes |Church- This involved some work, 
parched and dry with summer heats, | »OWever, but with such a leader as the 
though the Province is to a great ex- Christian sister who raised the money 
tent free from the light, drizzling rains | fT the repalrs, all things were ready in 
that are so common in some parts of the time. On Saturday morning word was 
north temperate zone; and Halifax, sent in all directions that on the mor- 
with a rainfall of fifty-three inches, has atado pine fresno. pang 
oe of two hundred and four dry Din. BeaDenehd weall seudh. On toes 
Every denizen is exceedingly proud | 8¥244v the doors were opened and one 
of the apples raised in Nova Scotia, for hundred and twenty-five gathered to 
in competitive exhibitions they have re- hear the Word. How strange it seemed 
peatedly been awarded the premium. —and no wonder, for no sermon had 
They are exported in large quantities | ee” preached in that pulpit, except at 
to England, and the thrifty orchards are funerals, for over thirty years! As our 
everywhere an interesting feature of good brother climbed the narrow stair- 
the landscape. Not aturf of grass is to | ¥#Y into the high, little, old-fashioned 
be seen among the trees, for in Nova|°* pulpit, I prayed God to bless the 
Scotia, as in California, every orchard | Wr, and He did. 
has its soil kept mellow by cultivation| Ome year ago this fall, I said to this 
of other crops. same Christian woman, ‘“‘ We must have 

In one of the eastern counties uf the | # Sanday-school, and you must be the 
Province cherries are grown in such|one to interest the neighbors in the 
profusion that quantities are left un-|project and gather the children to- 
gathered every year upon the trees,| gether.” She did not shrink from this 
though people from neighboring towns | 2¢W task, but humbly, yet full of faith, 
drive in to enjoy the luscious fruit. As | began her labors. Soon others became 
for ourselves, we did not visit this sec- | interested, and by God’s help they were 
tion, but we were told that one may | Provided with a good man for a super- 
ride for miles beneath the bending |intencent, who began the work like a 
branches of fruit-laden cherry trees.|true soldier of the cross. All last 
Whether or not all this be true, the|Spring this good sister kept me in- 
tourist may learn for himself. Whoever | formed as to the progress of the school, 
he may be, let him rest assured that he | a20d I was eagerly looking forward to 
will find a genuine hospitality awaiting the time when I could go to my summer 
him in Nova Scotia, and if there should. | »ome— for by this time the place had 
be any cherries, he will be sure of a| become very dear to me—when God 
generous share, for a more open-hearted | /#id His hand upon me, and I was 
people can nowhere be found. They | %rought almost to the gates of death, 
practice the truest politeness, and are |#0d I said to myself, ‘I shall never go 
always ready to do all in their power to | there again.” 
accommodate a stranger. But God had more work for me to do, 

In some parts of the Province ladies | 20d He raised me up from that bed of 
have a great fancy for promenading the sickness, so that in the third week of 
streets with their arms behind them, |/#st June I was able to go to my sum- 
while gentlemen, instead of wearing|™er home. A few weeks before I left 
their kid gloves, have a great passion | for New Hampshire, I saw by a notice 
for carrying them in one hand with the |!" Z1on’s Heratp that Bro. Smiley’s 
flourishing walking-stick. As among | Sunday-school at Worcester wished to 
Canadians, one never hears the possess- | dispose of a part of its library, and I 
ive case of the first personal pronoun, thought that it was exactly what our 
but it is always “me friends” or “ me | little Sunday-school at Newbury needed ; 
health.” Their manners and customs |8° I asked Bro. Cooper to write to 
are English rather than American, and | Worcester for me, and when the matter 
they will be sure to accuse you of be-| 74S all arranged I felt very happy. 
ing ‘‘ from the States” if you are caught As the Sundays sped away last sum- 
saying ‘“‘ Yes, sir,” or ‘‘ No, sir,” instead | ¢t, the people became more and more 
of simply yes and no. interested in the school, so that it 

Of other phases of Nova Scotian peo- |S!owly gained new members and suc- 
ple and things the Heratp readers will ceeded in doing a good work. In Sep- 
hear, if only the waste-basket is crowded |*¢mber, on the last Sabbath before I 
full enough to prevent the lodgment of | !eft, two other schools, each located 
the next article therein. three miles distant in different direc- 

Atlanta, Ga., Nov. 27, 1883. tions, met with us as a union school. I 
can assure you that to me it was a day 
long to beremembered. In many towns 
where the dwellings are somewhat 
scattered, the Sunday-schools are closed 
during the cold winter months. . This 
fall, as the cold weather «pproached, 
the question of closing ‘fe little school 
at Newbury was aslsd, and answered 
by the same sister. who said that dur- 
ing the wintey fer parlor might be 
one can find within the borders of the| used by the school, if the members so 
old Granite State, and there, hid away |decide;.” So for one or two Sabbaths 
among the trees, where the squirrels|the 4chool met at this lady’s house, 
‘ran over the rocks and found safety j but later, a new stove having been pro- 
among the topmost branches the| cured, the people of the town con- 
lofty pines and hemlocks, my | tributed wood enough to render the 
hammock, and availing my church comfortably warm throughout 
use, read and dozed by turns the entire winter, and the sessions of 
felt happy, thinking that now | the school were continued in the meet- 
found just what I had long been | ing-house, 
ee As my readers may already have im- 

Bet men and wome agined, I have told this story hoping 
God can never hide to interest some one in the welfare of 
anit ine tea = church and people. Now, is there 

some one who will 80 to this lovely 
“Pine Cliff,” my qfiet resting-place,|New Hampshire town next summer 
there was an old, weather-beaten meet- | and during his vacation preach to this 








VACATION THOUGHTS, 
BY MIRIAM P. CUNNINGHAM, 


Four years ago, seeking quiet and 
rest, I built me a little cottage near a 
small country village on the banks of 
one of the most beautiful lakes which 












forth in the minds of the inhabitants, 





mentation of sandstone. _As we enter 


we could but notice that the north Nova 


ing-house. This building, with its un-| people the whole 
hinged blinds and pus tower, was| who saves to ‘ieumaok 


ever in my thougSts and before my hope that such a one may be found and 





that this movement, so well begun, 
may pot cease, but like the ripples 
made by the falling of a stone into the 
calm waters of the neighboring lake, 
may extend in all directions round 
about! 





Our Book Table. 


Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York, 
issue KapgsH-Barnga; Its Importance 
and Probable Site, with the Story of a 
Hunt for It, by H. Clay Trumbull, D. D. 
8vo, 478 pp. For sale in Boston by 
Lockwood & Brooks. The determining 
of this site, the value of which, in cor- 
roboration of the history of the Penta- 
teuch, is fally shown, involved the quite 
thorough exploration of the route of the 
Exodus, the account of various expe- 
ditions across the desert, and the efforts 
of other travelers to determine the site 
of this important tarrying-place of the 
Hebrew refugees. The author’s very in- 
teresting personal exploration, his suc- 
cessful identification of the place, its 
confirmations, and his after studies on 
thesubject, are given in this interesting 
work. The volume makes a valuable 
addition to both the illustrative and 
apologetic literature of the Old Testa- 
ment. It will be well appreciated by 
Biblical scholars, and is presented in 
such a popular form as to be equally 
readily apprehended and enjoyed by 
average students of the Bible. 


From the same house we have AMONG 
tHE Hory Hius, by Henry M. Field, 
D. D. The readers of the New York 
Evangelist, of which Dr. Field has long 
been the proprietor and conductor, have 
greatly enjoyed the descriptive letters of 
its editor during a leisurely and delight- 
fal visit in and around Jerusalem and 
over the chief portions of Palestine. 
The work records no fresh discoveries, 
but gives the pleasant personal inci- 
dents, and vivid and well-written de- 
scriptions of a tourist with every oppor- 
tunity to see all that was worthy of ob- 
servation, with large experience in 
travel, and with unusual felicity in 
picturing the scenes he describes. Dr. 
Field visits these holy sites as a believer 
in the Christian records and in the 
divine Man whose presence upon the 
earth has given such a significance to 
this now barren strip of land. His ex- 
tended reflections on the scenes which 
he examines give the special character 
and interest to this volume of travels. 
It will be an aid and a constant source 
of illustration to the Bible teacher. 


Tue Boys or TuHirTy-Five; A Story 
of a Seaport Town, by Edward Henry 
Elwell. Lee & Shepard. 16mo, $1.25. 
The scene of the story is Portland, as 
the city was thirty or forty years ago. 
Some of the lads who have in this vol- 
ume such a jolly time are the noted 
men of to-day. The incidents of young 
life here given are full of fascination for 
a lad, and are related with admirable 
spirit. The times recorded will never 
come back, and it is well they should 
not. Just ay much true fun can be ob- 
tained in less violent and mischievous 
modes. 


Tse INNER Lire, by John G. Adams, 
D. D. 16mo, 148 pp. Universalist Pub- 
lishing House. Dr. Adams is a well- 
known Universalist clergyman, and does 
not disguise his opinion in reference to 
the fature retributions of sin, but the 
great body of this little manual is a 
series of spiritual meditations upon 
heart experiences, under the grace of 
the Holy Spirit, which any Christian 
will read with pleasure and profit. 


Tue Two-roip Lire; Christ’s Work 
for Us and Christ’s Work in Us, by A. 
J. Gordon. Boston: Howard Gannett 
Paper covers, 75 cents. This is an em- 
inently spiritual and helpful work, as 
are all the published discourses of its 
faithful and able author. It interprets 
clearly and impressively, what is too 
often overlooked, the necessity of the 
inward offices of the Spirit following 
faith in the outward atonement of 
Christ, and the nature, breadth and re- 
sults of this progressive and heavenly 
work. No Christian believer can read 
it without finding in his heart a fresh 
cry for all ‘‘the fullness of God.” 


POEMS FOR THE Frresipx, in Three 
Parts; Childhvod, Youth and Mature 
Age, by Mary Sparkes Wheeler. Cin- 
cinnati: Walden & Stowe. Boston : 
For sale by Magee. $1. Many of these 
poems are from the pen of the accom- 
plished author, and exhibit much facil- 
ity in versification and melody in her 
measures. The remainder is happily se- 
lected, and is largely fine translations 
from foreign authors. It makes a pretty 
gift-book. 


From Phillips & Hunt we have, 
MOTTOES OF METHODISM FROM THE 
WRITINGS OF THE WESLEYS; with a 
Scripture Text for Every Day in the 
Year. Arranged by Rev. Jesse T. Whitley. 
12mo, $1.00. The full title describes the 
book. Itisa happy idea, well carried 
out, presenting a string of spiritual 
jewels of rare value. 


A TEXT-BOOK Jor MopERN Boox- 
KEEPING AND COMMERCIAL COMPUTA- 
TIons; Compiled for Reckers & Brad- 
ford’s Commercial School, by Jobn 
Reckers. Part I. Boston: Reckers & 
Bradford. This seems to be a simple, 
natural, well-arranged, practical course 
of book-keeping ; one that can be readily 
apprehended and carried into practice in 
all ordinary forms of business. 


THE VENTURE, by Angeline A. Fuller. 
Detroit, Mich.: J. N. Williams. This is 
a small quarto of 282 pages, containing 
poems and hymns written by a deaf and 
dumb lady, affected a portion of her 
life, also, with blindness. These poems 
are patriotic, poems of reform, of social 
life, and religion. They exhibit no 
little poetic merit. Many of them are 
touched with real pathos, and all show 
great facility in versifying and a musical 
taste, even if the ear does not respond 
to outward sounds. 


STRAY MELOpIEs AND SONGs OF SEN- 
TIMENT, by John B. Ketchum. New 
York : American Literary Agency. Smal! 
quarto, broad margin. These are all 
short poems on social and sentimental! 
topics and songs of the civil strife. They 
are the extemporaneous expressions, in 
easily flowing verse, of familiar human 
emotions, and do not sound any great 
depths of the soul. 


The hand-book of Rev. A. E. Dunning 
on THE SuNDAY-scHOOL Lisprary, pub- 
lished by the Congregational Sunday- 
school Society, is a thoughtful and 
practical exposition of a very important 
element in Sunday-school culture. A!! 
about the history, objects, seleetion of 
books, the uses and distribution of the 
8. 8S. library, the active Secretary 
of the Congregational Sunday-schoo!s 
writes in this useful volume. It is full 
of suggestion to the pastors and officers 
of such schools. 


CrystaL Drops, by Fannie Sumner 
Bradford. Yarmouth, Me.: I. C. Well- 
come. This pretty little book is a gath- 
ering of short, well-written stories DY 
its author, which will be enjoyed {by 
young readers. 


Rey. C. L. Goodell, D. D., of St 
Louis,.in a neat little volume published 
by the Congregational Society, tells How 


[Continued on page 7.) 
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Wouldst thou, O man, be virtuous? 
Then learn that ‘‘love is the root of 
every virtue and the bond which binds 
all graces into one.” Hence if thou 
wouldst be truly virtuous, thou must 
** follow after love.” 





“What is he worth?” That is a 
question often asked — how much is he 
worth in dollars andcents? This is the 
way men estimate one another. The 
Lord has a different standard of esti- 
mating the worth of men. What is he 
worth to My church? What is he 
worth to My cause in Christian exam- 
ple and service? What is he worth in 
doing good, and in labors to bless ang 
gave the world? How much better will 
the world be for his having lived in it? 
These are questions of serious import, 
and should be carefully and prayerfully 
eonsidered. Seek to be rich towards 
God, and your worth to God and His 
cause eannot be estimated on earth. 





Definiteness of aim is one-half the 
battle of life. Indefiniteness amounts 
to nothing, accomplishes nothing. It 
destroys no evil, promotes no good. In 
the material world no wealth or honor 
crowns it. In the spiritual, no well- 
developed Christian character, or life- 
long, useful devotion to Christ’s cause 
attends it. Be definite; aim at some- 
thing. Seleet a prize and go for it. 
Aim at the highest point of Christian 
character possible. Seek to accom- 
plish the greatest amount of good, in 
season and out of season, always labor- 
ing with unflagging zeal to build up the 
kingdom of Christ. St. Paul was re- 
markable for definiteness. This is seen 
in all his epistles. The spirit of his 
motto, “‘ This ove thing I do,”-is seen 
in all he did and said. Strike for truth 
and righteousness, and be sure you hit 
the mark. If some think they are hit 
by your faithfulness, all the better. 
They need hitting or stirring in some 
way. Don’t be afraid of opposition — it 
will harm no one who is right. 





Some very holy men when dying have 
been almost overwhelmed by a swelling 
surge of self-abhorring feeling. As if 
totally blind to perceptions of their own 
virtues, their eyes have been fixed ex- 
clusively on their own sins and on the 


fullness of God’s mercy to the chief of | 


sinners. This state of mind need not 
surprise us, since dying is drawing near 
to the ineffable light which surrounds 
the eternal Throne, aad, as Gregory the 
Great observes, “‘ Every one is revealed 
to himself when he becomes enlight- 
ened by contact with the true4ight. In 
learning what holiness is, he learns, 
also, what guiltis. Isaiah isa pertinent 
example of this truth, for when, in vis- 
ion, he stood before the heavenly 
Throne, he was made to feel his own 
vilenese so keenly that he exclaimed, 
** Woe is me! for I am undone, because 
I am a man of unclean lips.” The 
sequel in his case is illustrative of what 
dying believers gain after passing fully 
into the light. As his lips were touched 
with a coal of fire and his heart was 
comforted by a voice, saying, ‘‘ Thine 
iniquity is taken away and thy sin 
purged,” so they on approaching the 
throne are folded to the heart of Christ, 
and filled with peace never to be broken, 
and clothed with white never again to 
be stained with spots of evil. O blessed 
light! © thrice blessed eternal peace! 





The wickedness of our cities is ap- 
palling. They are 
“Chequered with all complexions of man- 
kind, 
And spotted with ajl crimes.” 


The feeling awakened in a Christian 
mind by contemplation of city sinful- 
ness is finely expressed by Cowper, 
who, writing of the vices of London, 
said, — 
** In thee I see 

Much that I love, and more that I admire, 

Aud all that 1 abhor; thou freckled fair, 

That pléasest and yet shockest me, I can 

laugh, 
And I can weep, can hope, aad can despond, 


Feel wrath and pity, when I think on thee!” | 


Boston, New York, Chicago and other 
large American cities beget similar 
feeling when viewed on their dark side. 
Their aggregate wickedness is so enor- 
mous that one wonders at that divine 
long-suffering which saves them from 
the fate of Sodom. But is not their 
marvelous preservation attributable, at 
least in part, to the presence of the 


mapy righteous souls which they con- 
tain? 

‘*Ten righteous would have saved a city 

once.” 

Our cities have thousands whose lives 
are pure, whose prayers are incessant, 
whose influence is the salt that pre- 
serves. How important, therefore, to 
the life of cities is the presence and 
power of the church! How desirable 
that church life should be vigorous, 
ethically pure, spiritually intense and 
mighty! How fatal to public interests 
would be the general apostasy of the 
church! How much more powerful 


13 | Would the righteous be to stay the tide 


of social corruption, to reform the vi- 
cious, to elevate the moral tone of the 
masses, if every Christian was thor- 
oughly loyal to Christ! 








NOT OCCASIONAL, BUT DIRECT. 


If we should judge from the char- 
acter of the pulpit announcements 
made in the public prints, we should 
suppose that a considerable portion of 
the sermons preached in our days are 
what may be called occasional, sug- 
gested by passing events, or devoted 
to special themes. Not a few are 
apologetic, meeting the various theo- 
logical opinions of the day. The pul- 
pit seems to be widely thought to be 
the place where all the sentiments of 
the hour are to be considered ; where 
all the acts of conspicuous persons 
can be sharply criticised; where leg- 
islative policies can be freely discussed ; 
and where even the course of judicial 
trials may be reviewed. 

There is an bour when the pulpit 
ought to speak out clearly upon all 
questions affecting human well-being, 
the highest temporal interests of man, 
and the honor and morals of the com- 
munity. And this voice is ail the 
more impressive and effective when it 
is occasional and not constant. The 
danger is of making this the staple of 
the pulpit; of continually preaching 
| about human affairs, of devoting each 
recurring Sabbath to lines of semi- 
secular thought, or to arguments in 
|defence of certain doctrines which 
|have come under discussion. Such 
| discourses, if ably prepared and de- 
|livered, are entertaining and not un- 
|profitable. A pulpit can be made 
popular in this way, and often attracts 
| crowds to its enjoyment ; but by such 
a course the chief end of preaching 
will not be reached, and a spiritual 
aud growing church will not be built 
up. 

An impressive illustration has been 
lately given of the effect, in the long 
run, of such discourses. No expla- 
nation or qualification, since made, in 
any wise modifies the forcibleness of 
the instructive fact. No pulpit in the 
land has heard such a succession of 
varied, rich, striking occasional dis- 
courses, such a vivid and powerful 
discussion of the opinions of the day 
and the weekly incidents, or enjoyed 
such a wide sweep of observation in 
philosophy, philanthropy, and theolo- 
gy, as the Plymouth pulpit of Brook- 
lyn. No Sabbath service has been 
more attractive. It is easy for a 
stranger to reach Mr. Beecher’s house 
of worship on Sabbath morning and 








evening by simply following the 


crowd tending in that direction. The | the sanctions of truth in the world to | outside of Italy. This resolution was 


pews are all rented at extraordinary 
prices; but there is no large ingath- 
ering of souls from among the uncon- 
verted, the Sunday-schools connected 
with the church die away, and the 
prayer-meeting has been evolved into 
a lecture, with a few stereotyped sup 
plications. 

We have seen the same results on a 
smaller scale among our own churches. 
We have known men, rich in literary 
attainments, up with all the thought 
of the hour, charming in discourse 
upon topics of public interést, draw to 
the house of worship large congrega- 
tions, while the social meetings lost 
their spiritual power, and gradually 
the attendance of even church mem- 
bers. We recollect one instance of 
this kind where the Sabbath services 
were largely attended, in a church 
fellowship of nearly two hundred, 
where the weekly prayer-meeting had 
fallen to the average of fifteen attend- 
ants. 

What is needed is earnest, direct, 
positive preaching of the Gospel of the 
Son of God in all its relations to sin, 
to pardou, and to the consecration of 
the whole life. It is often said, that 
there are but few unconverted persons, 
comparatively, that attend the preach- 
ing services ; that it is not wise to be 
always directing our message to them ; 
that it will thus become monotonous 
and cease to be impressive. It is 
urged that there are other claims upon 
the pulpit that must not be overlooked. 
It is true that there are fewer persons 
not embraced within the roll of church 
members, in attendance upon our 
churches than formerly, and the great 
question is, how to secure the at- 
tendance from the non-church-going 
crowds without. Their absence is 
very suggestive. 

Although the majority present on 
the Sabbath are nominally professors 
of religion, they need direct, positive 
and earnest spiritual instruction and 
exhortation as truly as the non-pro- 
fessors. Life is pressing heavily upon 























them. ‘Their time during the week is | ity in conflicts among themselves, and 
| in antagonism to the Protestant mis- 
The great body of these Christian sion workers in Rome of whatever 
members excuse themselves from the name, than in the effort to make 
social services of the church. Few) 


exhaustively taken up with business. 


carry their religion with them into 
their business. Fewer think of con- 
secrating to God their abilities for 
money-making, or of seeking daily 
opportunities of winning souls to 
Christ. Many have lost their early 
faith, and if they have not sacrificed 
their family altar, it has degenerated 
into an unmeaniog and unsatisfactory 
form. Some are in the whirl of com- 
mercial temptation, and are brought 
into such close straits as to be pe- 











progress against the common clerical 
foe. 

The trouble is, that on the opening 
of Rome and Italy to the advance of 


assumed that the mission work was 
theirs, and asserted that all other 
workers were strangers whose pres- 
ence to them was an interference and 
a disturbance. But they themselves 
seemed to have a very feeble compre- 
hension of practical methods in their 
mission work, and were more in 


sionary to the Lessutos in South Afri- 
ca, commending him to the mercy 
and care of God. 


on introducing a Waldensian liturgy, 


congregations during the ensuing 
year. 


Protestant missions, the Waldenses/ revival spirit among them, and lead 


culiarly exposed to the wiles of the) place at the feet of foreign mission- 
great adversary, and possibly hard | aries as pupils than at their head as 
on to the brink of ruin. Some are|teachers. In this spirit they have 
liable in a few days to fall into finan-| held aloof, have had strife among 
cial distress and almost despair. Some | themselves, and have gone on very 
may be within a hand’s-breadth of the | slowly with their work. But now 
eternal world, without a clear vision | with a oew and capacious church in 
of their Saviour as a personal Re-| Rome, and the lessons that they have 
deemer and a heavenly evidence of| been forced to learn from the mission- 
sonship in the divine family. Fhate | aries from other lands, the most in- 
form the audience every Sunday, in telligent and progressive among them 
addition to those who make no pro-|are inclined to introduce a new era of 
fession of discipleship, when the min-| methods and activity. 


ister stands up to preach. Probably) The Waldenses of all Italy recently 
they will be satisfied to be diverted or | held @ synodal session in their new 
intellectually gratified; but how in| church at their headquarters in Torre- 
reference to the duty of the pastor, | Pellice. On this occasion, they or- 
who is to meet them all again at the|dained three theological candidates 
final tribunal? When their neces-| from the seminary of Florence. Oue 
sities cry for bread, shall he give them | of these will immediately go to Brusio 
astone? What they need is the sim-| ip Jtalian Switzerland as the pastor of 
ple, undiluted ‘‘ truth as it is in| jittle congregation there, thus mak- 
Jesus.” For their peace, their use- | ing a practical commencement in their 
fulness and salvation, they require to| ome mission work. Their educa- 
be roused from their spiritual slum-| tional system in the valleys of north- 
bers. If these Christian men andj ern Italy has been greatly neglected, 
women but recognized, and sought| and to this they now resolve to de- 
to meet, the claims of God upon! yote much more attention. In their 
them, what an impression would they college, at the place of meeting of the 
soon make upon society around them, synod, the pupils have shown an 
and how readily could they crowd the | awakening in their minds of a spirit | 
house of worship with those sought) of missionary effort, and have formed 
out in their consecrated labors for|a missionary society in that establish- 
Christ ! |ment. Some of these young men 

It is not necessary to be rough or) have also appeared before the ‘‘ edu- 
denunciatory, but the truth of God, | cational examining board,” to com- 
as uttered in the Bible, must not be pete fur the privilege of entrance for 
withheld. There has been, doubt-| general studies in all the State uni- 
less, a benumbing effect growing out) versities of Italy. This movement 
of the openly-uttered unbelief of the | indicates a healthy growth for breadth 
hour. The Christian pastor must be jaud depth on which to base their theo- 
true to his mission. It is not 80 logical studies. Of six of the stu- 
requisite at this hour to defend the | dents who presented themselves, four 
truth as to utter it clearly, solemnly, | were accepted and were accorded cer- 
tenderly, and in accordance with tifieates of competency. This will 
divine Revelation. We cannot afford! result in a thorough training of worthy 
to hear the unhappy advice of those| men for the future, capable of giving 
who tell us to find our sanctions for | a status to their native church. ‘Bhey 
obedience to God and a life of piety | have also in their gymnasium in Torre- 
solely in the present life. Godliness, | Pellice remodeled their curriculum, so 
indeed, ‘* has the promise of the life | as to make it a competent prepar- 


that now is;” but that minister of) atory school to the universities above 
truth has omitted his most solemn and | named. 


powerful motive who fails to gather, On the other hand, they have abol- 
up the overshadowing revelations of ished their normal school, which has 
** the things which are not seen,” and | hitherto been sustained by German 
to impress them upon his hearers;|funds. The explanation of this un- 
for ‘** the things which are seen are | desirable measure was the impossibil- 
temporal, but the things which are | ity of finding native Protestant teach- 
not seen are eternal.” Said a very | ers to fill the respective chairs. Here- 
thoughtful and able preacher, who has | after the candidates for teachers’ posi- 
for years been a professor in a theo-| tions are to be trained in the Royal 
logical school, *‘ I like Mr. [a| Seminary of Florence, or in some of 


























preacher in his church], fur he finds |the neighboring normal institutions 


come ; we hear too little of the future | quite a surprise to the German sup- 
world in the pulpit in these days.” | porters of the school, and the sequel 
Let us preach the truth as we have alone can tell whether it was a wise 


received it from divine lips, con- 
stantly, reverently, and with tears ; 
and he ‘* that goeth forth and weep- 
eth, bearing precious seed, shall 
doubtless return again rejoicing, and 
bringing his sheaves with him.” 








WORK OF THE WALDENSES. 


A receat cable-telegram from Rome, 
in the columns of the secular press, 


informed us of the completion and|their work. Among these we notice 


dedicatiun of a new Waldensian 
church in the Eternal City, on the 
day of the Luther Jubilee. 


dertaken some years ago, and carried 


to a successful termination. As the 


bitter papal opposition, it receives the 


congratulations of all the Protestant | established over a station without 


workers in Rome on the one hand, 


and the execration of the officials of sistant to an older and experienced 
the Vatican on the other, who long | preacher. 
ago christened it with the somewhat | should be accepted only ou probation ; 


unbrotherly appellation of the ‘‘ Hall 
of Hell.” As we learned that this 
edifice was at last completed, and was 
about to be opened for the use of the 
Italian Waldenses in Rome, we were 
led to institute an unfavorable com- 
parison with the slowness of their 


methods and the rapidity of those of|on not only in Venice, but in Rome. 


the foreign Protestant workers in 
Rome, and, indeed, in all Italy, espe- 
cially those working under the shield 
of the Methodist missions. There 
must be some pretty emphatic rea- 
son for the interesting fact that the 
beautiful little Methodist church was 
built in the very heart of the city of 
Rome before the native Protestants 
had fairly made a commencement 
with theirs. The explanation of this 
state of things may be found in the 
fact, which we believe to be true, that 








the Waldenses have shown more activ- 


This is | ments. 
the achievement of an enterprise un-| quite a Methodistic character, namely, 


on amid various encouragements and | not have fixed appointments, but that 
discouragements, and finally brought | the work should be done by traveling 


preachers, who could take charge of 
execution of a project in the face of 


|or an unwise measure. According to 
‘the reports made to the synod, the 
| work of evangelization made very fair 
|progress during the year last past. 
| About five hundred were takeu into 
the churches, and the schools are re- 
| ported as caring for about two thou- 
\sand children. Some of the leading 
members of the synod were extremely 
anxious to discuss a few questions of 
great significance to the progress of 


} 
| 


some showing the need felt by them- 
selves of new methods in their move- 
The first was a suggestion of 





that in the smaller stations men should 


a series ofsstations. Another propo- 
sition was that no preacher should be 


having for some time worked as an as- 
And again, new workers 


and again, no petition for a pastor to 
be granted unless the higher authori- 
ties were convinced that the preacher 
desired would be adapted to the place. 
The Methodistic character of these 
suggestions shows that some of these 
Waldensian leaders have been lookers- 


These burning questions, and many 
others, were, for want of time, laid 
upon the table, but they are certain to 
be presented again in the future, in a 
more earnest spirit and with more 
vigorous support. The desire of the 
Waldenses is now to take a more 
elevated position than ever before, 
and with a view to effect this purpose 
they increased the demands on the 
Waldensian students for admission to 
the Theological School in Florence. 
The synod, also, before. closing, con- 


They also decided 
to be experimentally used in their 


These and other important 
measures give gratifying preof of a 


their friends to hope much from them 


in the future for the Protestant work 
in Italy. 





BRIEF MENTION. 
The last issue of the Guide to Holiness con- 


tains a fine steel-engraving of the late Mrs, 
Mary D. James. It is» life-like portrait. 


Alfred Mudge & Soa-issue their gem of a 
porte-mennaie calendar for 1884. It is as 
handy for the pocket as it is neatly executed. 


The little island of Atufa in Polynesia is 
prebably the most Christian country of the 
world, since all the adults of the island are 
church members. 


An interesting letter from a correspondent, 
@ pastor of the M. E. Charch, South, who 
formerly wrote for our columns, will appear 
in our next issue. 


Our present paper issues in the midst of the 
Week of Prayer. As far as we can learn, 
the evangelical churches will generally, either 
by themselves or in union services, regard the 
season. We trust a wide and deep religious 
impression will be made. 


We are indebted to some thoughtful mem- 
ber of the Association for a copy of the Min- 
utes of the Seventh-Day Baptist General 
Conference, with the reports of the benevolent 
societies and statistics of the churches. 


P. M. Springer, Springfield, Ill., issues an 
important pamphlet at this hour, when a 
large product of this country is denied im- 
portation sato several European kingdoms, as 
subject to disease. It is entitled, “Swine 
Breeders’ Manual; or How to Breed and 
Manage Improved Swine.” The pamphlet 
can be obtained for 25 cents of the above ad- 
dress. 


The Home College Series of covered tracts 
upon literary and scientific subjects has 
reached nea)ly an bundred in number. They 
can each be read in an hour, and cover a very 
wide field of valuable and interesting informa- 
tion. Dr. Vincent edits, and Phillips & Hunt 
publish, the series. 5 cents each, #3.50 for 
one hundred copies. 


Dr. Tourjée’s Musical Herald—the ablest 
periodical of its class m the country — ap- 
pears in a new dress with the opening of the 
year, Every musical family will be pleased 
and profited with its monthly issues. $1.00 


a year. Published by the Musical Herald 
Co., Franklin Square, Boston. 


The Massachusetts branch of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association publishes in a 
neat form a full report of its interesting pro- 
ceedings, reports and papers, at the Conven- 
tion heid in Springfield, Oct. 3-5. This pam- 
ph'et amply shows the possibilities of great 


practical good lying within the field of this As- 
sociation. 


A. D. F. Randolph & Co., New York, issue 
two little gems, containing devout sentiments, 
Scripture texts, and verses of sacred poetry, 
for eachday iu the month, with beautiful 
colored illustrations. One is entitled, “ The 
Gift of Gifts,” and is sent by mail for 40 
cents; the other, *‘ A Pansy Text-book for 
the Month,” 75 cents. 


The English Homiletse Magazine for De- 
cember, published in New York by A. D. F. 
Rand>Iph & Co., opens with a short sermon 
apon “ The Closing Year.” It has a homilet- 
ic meditation, by Prof. E. A. Park, upon the 
same theme, and a great variety of sketches, 
expository and miscellaneous matter,eminent- 


ly suggestive to the pastor. Monthly, 30 
cents a number. 


Wm. P. Breck & Co., of New York, adver. 


Board of Education, most of the Boston 
school committee, the principals of almost all 
the high and normal schools in the Staie, and 
very many of our grand educational women 
of the State. They expressed to Mrs. Liver- 
more unanimous sympathy with the move- 
ment to obtain temperance insiruction ia the 
public schools, and their entire willingness to 
help it forward in any way possible. 


Rev, Jacob Freshman, 25 Seventh St., New 
York, the superintendent of the Hebrew 
Christian work in that city, makes his second 
annual report. It shows a slow but positive 
growth, and contains a number of very affect- 
ing personal experiences related by Chris- 
tianized Hebrews. They sound very much 
like those we hear in animated love-feasts, 
showing that however varied may be the pre- 
vious circumstances and training, the emo- 
tions of the “ new heart” are always similar, 
and even the human symbols of it alike. 








The last form of adroit railroad advertising 
that we have noticed, is the issuing by the 
General Ticket and Passenger Department of 
the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Rail- 
way, of a Cook-book. It is published in 
handsomely ornamented covers, and con- 
tains a large varicty of well-selected receipts, 
with credit to leading hotels and to contrib- 
utors from whom they have been obtained. 
An expert to whom we handed it commends 
it as a nice collection. 


The Sanitarian for Jaquary presents a 
full and instructive list of important topics 
for consideration, opening with the vital one 
of the *‘ Disposition of Sewage.” It has pa- 
pers upon “Canning Houses and their Relation 
to the Public Health,” “Typhoid Fever of 
America ” “Museums of Hygiese,” “ Scheol 
Hygiene,” ‘‘Pbysical Training,” ‘“‘ House 
Refuse,” “‘ Infant Mortality,” “ Milk Food,” 
etc. The editor’s table is varied and full of 
important bygienic and san‘tary suggestions. 
A. N. Bell, A. M., M. D.,1s editor. 113 Ful- 
ton Street, New York. $4a year. 


The Princeton Review for January opens 
with an article by Julian Hawthorne upon 
‘* Agnosticism in American Fiction,” and has 
papers upon, “ The Education of Sta:esmen,” 
by Henry C. Adams; “ Railway Problem,” 
by C. Stuart Patterson; “A Study of the 
Mind’s Chambers of Imagery,” by President 
McCosh and Prof. Heary F. Osborn; “ The 
Morrow of the Gladstone Administration,” 
by Canon George Rawlinson; and “ The 
College of To-day,” by R. R. Bowker. $3 a 
year. 2 Nassau Sireet, New York. 


One or two of the organs of the Church 
South confirm, by their peculiar comments, 
even the exaggerated and incorrect reports 
of the discussion in the Missionary Board 
npon the “ white work” at the South. The 
leading papers, however, take the charitable 
and true ground, that the speeches were 
neither fully nor correctly reported. But the 
St. Louis Advocate, referring to the excellent 
articles in Zion’s Heap upon ** The Poor 
Whites of the South,” in a remarkable Chris 
tian temper (7?) says: — 

‘‘ Attend to your own pauper skinners and 
let the South alone whose people are as conu- 
tented and happy, as peaceable and prosper- 
ous, as moral aud as religious, as any in the 
country; who have fewer tramps and as few 
criminals — as wholesome laws, littie drunk 
et and fewer divorces than New England 
tself. 

If New England could as lightly throw off 
responsibility as this religious official does, 
it would save her hundreds of thousands of 
dollars for Southern colleges, schools and 
missions. As for drankenness, she has no 
fear of comparison with any as thickly pop- 
ulated portions of the South; and as for 
church action on liquer-drinking and selling, 
she has no occasion to blush. On the ques- 
tion of the relation of the sexes, we should 
hardly expect a Southera Christian paper to 
make a pronounced criticism upon New En- 
gland; and as to crime, with us criminals are 
arrested, publicly exposed and punished; in 
too many Southern States they efjoy a sad 
immunity, triumphing over State law and 
courts. 


Mr. W. Henry Hutchinson, the treasurer of 
the New England Conference bureau for the 
entertainment of the pastors, writes from 
Lynn : — 

“ T notice that in Zron’s Hernan of De- 
cember 19 you say that the New England 





tise, in another column, their illuminated issue 
of the Twenty-third Psalm. It is executed 
with much taste, and will be a beautiful orna- 
ment to the Sunday-school room or home» 
Mr. Breck has the endorsement of our pastors 
in Brooklyn, and wiil fultill ali the engage- 
ments of bis advertisement. 











The Current, of Chicago, in its successive 
issues fulfills the promise of its early an- 
nouncement. It is filled weekly with short, 
sprightly, critical notices of passing events, 
of the literary men and works of the hour, 
with contributions from expert writers, over 
their own signatures. 


Rev. J. A. Cass, who has been spending 
the summer and fall in Europe, returned last 
week, with his health and physical strengih 
fully recovered. He finds his family all well, 
with the exception of his excellent mother, 
whe -esides with her son in Cambridge. Her 
hewith awakens great anxiety in the family. 
Bro. Cass will make his residence in Worces- 


ter until the next session of the New England 
Conference. 





The Woman’s Christian Temperance Union 
in this city and vicinity observes the Day of 
Prayer for tbe baptism of the Spirit upon the 
workers in this great reform, at the Brom- 
field S:. M. E. Church, Tuesday, Jan. 8, un- 


der different leaders, every hour from 10 a. m. 
to4P. M. 





The Attleboro Advocate contains in full the 
animated and practical essay read by Rev. 
J. A. b. Rich, pastor of the M. E. Church of 
that place, at the Preachers’ Meeting, Prov- 


idence, Dec. 31. It is a good tract for the 
times. 





The treasurer of Boston University has just 
received the sum of $40,000, a gift from the 
Hon. Alden Speare, for the endowment of a 
chair in the College of Liberal Arts, to be 
called, in memory of a beloved daughter, the 
Emma Speare Huntington professorship. 


The will of John F. Judd of Hartford bas 
been probated. He gives the use of his home- 
stead and the furniture therein and the use of 
the sum of $60,000 to his widow for life; to 
tbe Hartford Orpban Asylum, $1,000; Board 
of Church Extension M. E. Church, $2 000 ; 
Freedmen’s Aid Society M.E. Church, $2,000; 
and the remainder of the estate to ais two 
sons, H. C. Judd and E. D. Judd. “The will 
is dared June 20, 1883. H.C. Judi and Me. 
lissa D. Judd are the executors. . 








John H. Pilisbury, a graduat: of Wesleyan 
University in 1874, has been appointed pro- 
fessor ot biology and phys ology in Smith 
College, Miss Lucy Hoppi, having resigned 
the position because of ill-health. 





December 28, Mrs. Mary A. Livermore 
spoke for an hoar befure the Mass. State 
Teachers’ Association in the hall of the Girls’ 
High and Normal School, in the interests of 
“* Scientific Temper nee Instruction in Pablic 














secrated one of their number as mis- 





Schools.” There were present the superin 
tendent of city schools,the school supervisors, 


Conference will be enteriained by dining in 
the church, 1 would say the Conierence will 
be entertained in Lyan in the usual way. 
Those living within a radius of ten or 
twelve miles of Lynn, on the line of horse- 
cars aad railroads, wili have their meals fur- 
nished at first-class saloons, and will go to 
their homes nights, just as last year in Bos- 
ton; and other members of the Conference 
wil be provided in homes and hotels, for 
which we pay $l a day for every member ex- 
cept it may be some few who wiil invite their 
old pastors and will not permit of compensa- 
tion. We sbali take care of every minister of 
the Conference in the best manner ible 
with the me-ns at hand, and not make them 
feel that they are an encumbrance on the 
hospitality of otbers. As our receipts from 
the churches are now amp'e to meet uli bills, 
we hope tohave every minister feel free anu 
at home. We write this so that no one will 
expect any change from the pian of the last 
five years,or fail to bring to the committee the 
assessment mid: on the several churches for 
entertaining the Conference.” 


What is the meaning of this extract from 
the letter of the Boston correspondeut of the 
Ezaminer, New York, published in its 
issue last week ? 


“‘ The tendency of the ‘ new theology’ to 
divert from earnest religious work may be 
seen in the protest of some of the leading 
Congregationalist pastors against the evan- 
gelistic Jabors of the Young Men's Christian 
A,sociation. Some of the most intelligent and 
experienced members in ube Association have 
ben accustomed to hold meetings iu different 
parts of the S:ate, to promote revivals in the 
churches. The protest was not against the 
Association trenching on the work of the 
churches and venturing beyond its proper 
sphere. It was against the torm of the work 
as tending to promote revivals, and introduce 
uvhealtby religious life into tue churches, I 
am told thatin Dr. Duryea’s church — wh» 
is the strong leader of the left Congregational 
wing — prayer-meeiings have been discontin- 
ued; the evening formerly devoted to them 1s 
pid chins hog jenn ed my ave oe. It 
wou surprising if some of the warm- 
an earoest working ploty.shoatd drily Ip one 
an st working y shou ft into our 
Baptist churches in search of it.” 





A correspondent calis our attention to an 
article from the pen of Rev. Geo. D. Watson, 
D. D., published in the Christian Witness, 
mo escaped our notice. It contains some 

i most astonishing ch 

“hundreds of Methodist saaeaentst tees 
he characterizes as, some of them, “lazy, 
dried-up preachers, who never attack either 
holiness er sin; who have no inward 
fire; who drag on from year to year with 
their old sermons.” They are called in 
the Bishop’s cabinet “ good men, who are 
loyal to the system, safe men, who wiil 
do no harm,” ete. He speaks of others, 
his brethren in the ministry, as guilty of 
“ wire-pulling, position-secking, lecture farm- 
ing, novel-reading, time-serving, system-wor- 
shiping, tobacco-using, Scieuce-prating, sal- 
ary-seeking, checker-playing, joke-cracking 
heathenism, which is sinking 


man 
and thelr delighted congregations under the 
curse of God and into the flames of hell!” 


There is much more of the same tenor which 






























































































brethren | H. 


standard of Christian perfection urged by 
Dr. Watson, himself a special evangelist of 
Scriptural holiness.” We cannot believe 
that he hopes by such a gosvel of indiscrim- 
inate denunciation to win bis brethren to a 
purer life and a deeper consecration. Where is 
the Christian charity in this, without which 
all besides is as sounding brass or a tinkling 
cymbal? 


The Massachusetts Legislature assembled 
last week and organized at once, electing 


its officers almost by unanimous votes. 


The election sermon was delivered by Dr. 
Miner, in his own church. It was a powerful 


indictment of the liquor traffic and of a li- 


cense system, and a severe and merited, but 
too unqualified, denanciation of the leaders 


of the Republican party for their failure in 


properly apprehending the seriousness of 
this question and in securing adequate legis- 
lation and the enforcement of existing laws. 
He paid a very handsome and warm compli- 
ment, as be closed,1o Gen. Builer, rather at 
the expense of the truth of history and of the 


canons of good taste. The message of the 


incoming Governor Robinson was what might 
have been expected from the reputation he 
has gained by his exce lent campaign ad- 
dresses —a clear and candid pre-entation of 
the condition of the institutions of the S.ate 
and the present calls for legislation. His 
address makes a wortby exhibit of the State, 
and is amply sustained by the facts and sta- 
tistics he presents. He advocates the sub- 
mission to the people of the constiutional 
amendment for bienvial elections of Siate 
officers, approves civil service reform, makes 
a particularly valuable and encouraging 
statement in reference to the public education 
of the State {which we'shall publish here- 
after), considers the important interests of 
agriculture and the relation of labor to 
capital, discusses the expediency of changes 
in the Board of Heal:h, Lunacy and Charity, 
the different penal institutions and schools of 
reform, about which he speaks with marked 
good sense and conservatism, refers to the 
evils arising from too much license in refer- 
ence to divorce, calls attention to certain 
needed changes in the administration of the 
courts, and gives a full paragraph to the 
liquor laws. Here we could wish a hearty 
endorsement of the most advanced prohib- 
itive legislation. The Governor is frank and 
candid, presenting the statistics of the last 
canvass as sLowiog the wishes of the people 
in this matter, approves the local option feat- 
are of the presen: law, insists that the senti- 
ment of Massachusetts requires the sup- 
pression of intemperance, acd that the law 
we have should be faithfully execued. On 
the whole, the message is worthy of the man 
who received the suffrages of his fellow-citi- 
zens,and of the glorious old Siave which 
eleased him. 


We have on hand in the office marriage no- 
tices enough to filla column. If the brethren 
will persist in waiting thres or four months 
before sending in these notices, they will be 
obliged to exercise the grace of patience and 
await their turn. Hereafter no marriages 
over & month old will be published. 


Rev. Dr. Parker, of our India Mission, 
made one of the clearest and most instruct- 
ive addresses in the Preachers’ Meeting on 
Monday, on our work in India, to which we 
have ever listened. He especially showed the 
exact character and importance of our work 
among the Eurasians in South India. 








Zhe Churches. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
New ENGLAND CONFERENCE. 


Boston Preachers’ Meeting. —Rev. Bro. 
Tracy spoke in behalf of seamen. Rev. 
Dr. Parker spoke on India. Col. J. E. 
Bryant also spoke on the work of the 
Southern Advance Association. 

Boston, Bromfield Street. — Since the 
special meetings commenced, the pas- 
tor has received fourteen on probation 
and six by letter. Three were baptized 
last Sunday. The financial year closed 
with the calendar year, and without 
extra contributions all expenses were 
met and a small balance remains in the 
treasury. Rev. G. S. V. Howard, of 
Indiana, assists the pastor during the 
Week of Prayer. 


East Boston, Meridian St. and Bethel. 
— Twelve were received in full last 
Sunday. 


South Boston, Washington Village. — 
For some years this church has not 
been in as promising condition as at 
present. A growing Sunday-school, 
two preaching services each Sunday, 
increasing attendance upon all the 
means of grace, with some financial 
prosperity and several conversions, are 
noticeable good things. 

City Point. — Two were baptized Jan. 
6, four were received from probation, 
three by letter, and ten during the 
month on probation. Dec. 80, nine 
seekers were at the altar; Jan. 6, there 
were eight. Revival meetings are held 
nightly. 

Dorchester. — The ladies have recently 
held a very successfal fair, and realized 
about $500. All the church work pros- 
pers. For real satisfaction in the pas- 
toral relation, this is one of the most 
desirable appointments in Boston. It 
will continue to improve, doubtless, for 
years to come. 

Newton Centre.— Last Sunday this 
young and enterprising society raised 
a missionary subscription of $300. 
Newton Lower Falls. — A church edi- 
fice is very greatly needed here. Much 
religious work has been done in the 
hall used for some years. The people 
ought to be more forward. There is 
money enough in the community. The 
right disposition and wise endeavors 
will win. A profitable course of lect- 
ures has been concluded. The meetings 
increase in interest. The Sunday- 
school thrives. A little cloud of mercy 
seems gathering over the place. 

East Cambridge. — Miss Lizzie M. 
Boyd is holding a series of revival 
meetiogs,in much favor with the people 
and with some very satisfactory results. 

Somerville, Union Square. — Christ- 
mas festivities were rendered very en- 
joyable by the part taken by the young 
people. The pastor read Washington's 
address upon surrendering his commis- 
sion as commander of the American 
Army, and the reply of the president of 

The cornet solo and singing 
of “Uncle Joe” were very fine. All 
children had something from the tree. 
Revival meetings are held every even- 
ing. 

Malden. —'The labors of Rev. Joseph 
are quite successful. The 


Sunday audience has increased till 
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will be ninety years ofage Mar. 22, 1884. 
|The marriage ceremony was performed 
| by Rev. W. Canham, after which a fine | m 
| collation was served. The bridal pair | in 
left for their home in bap is 
the next morning. 


pews are taken. The 
etings of all sorts indicate a 
tide of spiritual power. 
_Paring the year this con- 
o has greatly increased. Sixty- 
° have joined on probation, fifty-eight 
heen received in full, eight have 
i by letter, and two have en- 
“ed | The finances are in an 
note urishing condition. One hun- 


all the 





Wilton. — Love for the Gospel as it 
oozes out crystallizes into b2autifal and 
| substantial forms, making many hearts 

and homes ha ; and the pastor here 
; and fifty persons remained at the | 14. rei¢ EE favored this Christ- 
watch night service till midnight.) i144 in receiving comfort for body and 
There were four seekers. The Sunday-| e404 for soul in the shape of a splendid 
9] numbers 225; the average attend- easy-chair and magnificent family Bible 
ance is thirty- -eight more than last illustrated by Gustave Doré. Watch- 


year night services were held. F. 
"Hudson. —Rev. J. R. Cushing is clos- 


his hie year pleasantly. He will 
5 the church free from the debt 
re long rested upon it. This 
rough his influence. 


rlory. 


fe 


ire 
are 


«“ 
cht 








The Methodist and Congregational 
Sunday-schools at Alfred united in a 
Christmas tree and social entertainment 
in the Town Hall on Christmas night. 
The occasion proved every way enjoy- 
able. Rev. W. F. Holmes was made the 
recipient of an envelope containing 
$31.25. There were, in addition, valua 
ble presents for Mrs. Holmes and the 
children. © 

Fifty-nine conversions are reported at 
Maryland hidge as the result of the 
revival still in progress. 


ing 
leave 
whicl 
is mainly tb 

Marlboro. —The charch under Rev. 
q. H. Cheney is making steady prog: | 

The Sunday-school has increased 
thirty thas far. 


ress. 


South Walpole. — Over fifty have been 
~oceived on probation recently. Twelve 


were at the altar last Sunday. 


Beverly. — Rev. J. Capen and family 


ing of God, the Auburn charge will be 
one of the most desirable in Maine Con- 


struggle. 
be wisely bestowed. 


who died Dec. 29, at the advanced age 
of 96, was a Methodist for a great 
many years, and a member of the Chest- 
nut Street Church, Providence, when 
that church edifice was built. 
laying of the corner-stene, when Rev. 
Mr. Lyon, a local preacher from New 
York, was preaching, Mr. Anthony held J 


preacher to shield him from the rays of 
the August sun, 
August, 


thusiasm. There is a good congrega-| let 
tion on the Sabbath, and the social 


eetings are well attended, lively and 
teresting. The Auburn society has 


In afew years, | fin 
ith careful management and the bless- 


rence. Help is needed in the present 
Whatever may be given will 
S. ALLEN. | ab 
P. 8. Bro. Sprague writes that he is 
slowly but steadily improving.” 





RHODE ISLAND. 
The venerable Hezekiah Anthony, 


At the 


large umbrella over the head of the 


This was the 6th of 


1821, more than sixty-two 


ley, D. A. Jordan, W. V. Morrison, and 
Thomas J. Everett, who is the present 
pastor. 
now a prosperous outlook; it has « solid | wi 
and broad foundation. 
wi debt. 
this church may not enjoy another half- 
century of increased prosperity. Its 
members are, according to the testi- 
mony of many of the former pastors, far 


The present pastor and hiscompanion are 
thoroughly consecrated to holy, earnest | «. 
service. 
more enthusiasm in the work, added 
its spotless reputation, its rapid growth 
would be assured. 8. 


prosperity, and is encouraged by occa- 
sional conversions. 
have joined in full and on probation 
since Conference. 
sary was duly honored by a union ser- 
vice, at which remarks were made by| 
ministers and laymen. 
preached on the subject during the 


t, A. J. Church, D. D., A. W. Kings- 


The charch edifice is of brick, 
th spire of fine proportions, is richly 
ished ani farnished, and is free from 
There seems to be no reason why 


ove the average in their benevolence. 


With perhaps considerable 





CONNECTICOT. 
Tolland. — Bro. Crafts hus continued 


Twenty or more 


The Luther anniver- 


Bro. Crafts 


Ihave examined samples of ‘‘ Cleveland’s 
Superiot Baking Powder” manufactured at 
Albany, N. Y.,and “ Royal Baking Powder,” 
both purchased by myself in this city, and 
I find they contain : 


“Cleveland’s Superior Baking Powder.” 


equivalent to 118.2 cubic inches of gas per oz. 
of Powder. 


10.4 cubic inches per oz. of Powder. 
introduced as free acid, but subsequently 


combined with ammonia, and exists in the|° 
Powder as a Tartrate of Ammonia. 


Cream of Tartar, Bicarbonate of Soda, and a 


The Best Raking Powder. 


Cream of Tartar 
Bicarbonate of Soda 
Flour 


Available carbonic acid gas 12.61 per cent, | , 





Royal Baking Powder.” 


Ammonia gas 0.43 per cent, equivalent to 


Note.— The Tartaric Acid was doubtless 


E. G. LOVE, Ph. D. 


The best baking powder is made from pure 


Trust Company 


Cash Capital, 8300,000 
pig A provietone of the 


Transact a General Banking Business. 
to 


to check or —— at specified da! 
Corperstions, and Fiscal A ‘or the payment 0. 
f 


Starch Bo 
Available carbonic acid gas 12.40 per cent, | C#0!CE INVESTMENT SECURITIES ON HAND AND 
equivalent to 116.2 cubic inches of gas per oz. 
of Powder. 


Secured by Special frust Guarantee Find 


| the acceptance of trusts created b 
and estates. 


WILLIAM CLAFLIN, 
Lag 7 R. TRAIN, 


wM 
Ew York Jan’y 171Tu, 1881. CH 
WM. T. PARKER, 


International 


45 MILK ST., BOSTON. 


charter Stockholders 
‘or an additional amount equal to capital 


tore, Depository for Co 
ri 


rations, Ad 
xecutors, Trustees! 


ministra- 
uardians and Courts of 
pen ena ALLOWED ON perosrss, subject 
Mortgages of An alll and other 


ns, 
trars ‘Aaenis of the Stock and 
of incorporated companies. 


Will o 
otherwise, and the careand management o property 





AND PIANOS. 


OVER 105,000 SOLD. 


Catalogues Free on application. 
Fea MASS., 531 Tremont Street. 





Every facility offered in all matters of a financial 
haracter. d 


DIRECTORS. 

JOHN GOLDTHWAIT, 
FRANCIS SM. HOLMES, 
JOHN M. GRAH 
PATRICK A. COLLINS, 
JOHN ©. PAIGE, 
WARREN B. POTTER, 
JOHN M. GRAHAM, Pres't. 
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ived fine presents from the Christ- 

mas tree. Mrs. Capen received a val-|g 

cloak. Two arose for prayers at 

e watch-meeting. Meetings are in- | 
sing in interest. 


SAS iL 


Veponset. —A good religious epeneat| th 











ntinues. A number of new seek- | The exercises were unusually interest- 
ing, 

The presents were bountiful to the chil- 
dren, and especially to the pastor and 
wife. 
and wife were a beautiful cake basket 
are and a finely-illustrated book of poems, 


sare reported. Christmas was cele- 
rated with a concert andatree. Each 

ber of the school received an ap- 
gift. The pastor, Rev. G. H. 
was the recipient of a gold 





propriate 
Perkins 
lynn, Common Street. — Forty-two “ 
were received on probation in Decem- 
ber. Watch-night service began at 9 
P.M 

Lowell, St. Paul's. — The cantata 
‘Immanuel” formed a prominent part 
f the Sunday-school Christmas con- 


w 


a 


Rey. S. T. Record is assisting Rev. E. | years ago. 


Being an honest and saga- Gey: 


small quantity of flour or starch. Frequent- 
ly other ingredients are used, and serve a pur- 


meetings at Saccarappa. C. 


dresses by Revs. 
Col. Eustis. Rev. D. Church is closing 


church, and it has been one of the most 
successful in his pastorate, and also one 
of the most successful for the society. 


Stackpole in a series of revival | cious business man, he accumulated a 
large property and gave thousands of 
dollars to the different Methodist 
churches both in aiding to build and in 
paying debts. He was unusual'y prompt 
in business transactions, and could not 
bear tardiness in others. Having been 
greatly interested in the erection of the 
Power Street Methodist Church, he 
prophesied that it would never succeed 
because ten minutes’ delay was allowed 
in the opening services at the dedica- 
tion. A fall and appreciative notice 
will doubtless be prepared by his pastor. 





Christmas was full of interest with 
e Methodist church at Mechanic Falls. 


and all the parts well rendered. 


Among the gifts to the pastor 


Sunlight and Shade.” Last Sabbath 
as devoted to temperance, with ad- 


Church, Hooper, and 
Pastor Hambieton, of Trinity, has is- 


sued Vol. 1, No. 1, of Our Paper, in the 
interest of thatchurch. The programme 
of meetings for a month is published, 
with Dr. J. O. Knowles, of Worcester, 


three years’ pastorate with this 


Dr. C. F. Allen opened his last quarter 
for this Conference year at Gardiner 
last Sabbath, giving the people two ex- 


Street. — Dec. 30, one hun- 
ired and thirty-four took part in sev- 


Worthen 


























ininuates, and several new seekers ; 
vere at the altar. At the love-feast at | C¢!lemt sermons, which were enjoyed by 
vatch-night service one handred and | “#¢ people and pastor. 

estified. | The Augusta Methodist Church hon- 


a | oved itself Jast Sabbath in making ap of- 


niteville. —A fine array of Christ- | 
: . y C fering of $100 and over for the superan- 
dispensed from well- 


gilts were 


m rete |nuated funds of our Conference. This 
trees. Two beautiful chain | 
; | was more than 100 per cent. in advance | 
rom chandeliers were presented | 
|of last year. Let other pastors present | 
by the superintendent to the ‘ 
. | these claims as faithfully, and the claim- 
and the other by pastor to super- 


: . |ants of our Conference would enjoy 
vent = nthe comners Surprise | more sunshine in their declining and 
— friends. Tae cantats © Sam | enfeebled years. Well done, we all 
aus was subg. 
° say, for Augusta! : 
rownsend. — Dr. Dorchester’s recent | The past year has been a year of 
oe Progress of Christian- | 1 arked prosperity with the Methodist 
Pian arently enjoyed. we hae eed church at Gorham, N. H. By shingling, 
hristmas tree with its lavish fraits. painting inside and outside, and fresco- 
West Medway — Business depression | ing the walls of the church, it is more 
has greatly crippled the church. A few} peautiful than when new. The fresco- 
\ithful souls hold on with a steadfast | ing was by Thresher of Lewiston, and 
aith and hope for better days. The} js a very fine job. Abott $600 have been 
pastor, Rev. W. M. Hubbard, has-nearly | raised and expended in these repairs. 
recovered from the accident of a year | Bro. H. E. Foss is closing his second 
ago, and though slightly lame, does full year’s pastorate with this people, and is 
pastoral work. W- | greatly beloved and esteemed by them. 
Brunswick is enjoying prosperity. 
Four were baptized the first Sabbath in 


cture on 











Wes: Falmouth.—A party of about | 
seventy-five ladies and gentlemen from | * 
the Methodist society at Duck Pond,| December. The congregations are 
Westbrook, visited their pastor, Rev. lg zood and increasing. The expenses are 
A. J. Dearborn, at his residence in West | ™&t every month, which is a new expe- 
Falmouth, Dec. 20, and presented him | Tience for the church. The Christmas 
with an elegant black walnut easy chair | | exercises were interesting. A well- 

‘entirely new design and beautifally | freighted ship, under full sail, took the 
ipholstered ; place of Christmas trees. This ship 
brought two elegant chairs to the par- 
to his good wife, who had rendered | S°na@ge, costing about $30, beside many 
efficl ient service in the Sabbath-school. | other presents. Dr. Allen, presiding 
Bro. Dearborn responded for himself} elder, made the presentation speech. 
and wife in a happy and edifying man- | A ship, also, brought the presents to 
ner. He has been serving the society | the happy children of Park St. Chorch, 

y efficiently as pastor for more than | Lewiston, on Christmas night in City 


and the surprise was com- 
plete when a new rocker was presented 





a year, devoting his salary to repairing | Hall. The ship was built and rigged by 
and refurnishing the church building. Bro. Charles Truit, a saved salt. A 
8. | parse of $25 dropped off her deck for 


es 


New Beprorp District. 


| the esteemed and faithful pastor, Rev. 
|. ye Rogers. 
North Dighton. — At this place the| J . K. Osgood, the father of the re- 
stor, Rev. G. H. Bates, is pushing | form work in Maine, has been holding a 
things with his accustomed energy. | segten of temperance meetings in Rich- 
He has sent out a New Year’s greeting mond, the scene of the recent shocking 
to the members of his church and cums | ne: and is planning for an Alli- 
gregation, gratefully acknowledging | ance. 
past mercies and announcing special The evangelists, Jones and Allen, who 
subjects to be brought before the young | pave been doing such excellent revival 
during the month. The Sunday-school | work in the State canvass under the di- 
's Prosperous. Seventy new members | rection of C. M. Bailey, esq., are labor- 


have joined during the year. The aver- \ ling at Bath, with the North Street 
age attendance is one hundred and| | Charch. 
seventy-nine. The pastor has organ- | 
ized a chorus of forty young men, and | 
ey add great interest to the public | 
services of the church. The audiences | 
are large, and several persons have 
deen converted recently. Twenty-two | 
have been received from probation, and | 
the church debt has been reduced to | 
$1,000. They expect that this will soon 


Revs. R. Sanderson and F. C. Rogers 


Bro. Bisbee left for the West. 


| Rev. L. Reypvolds, pastor. 


The severai 





have been preachiug at Lisbon since 


An iuteresting revival work is going 
|on with the Sixth St. Church, Auburn, 


churches in Lewiston , 
lunite in meetings during the Week of | &st and attention of the audience to the 


lisappear. | Prayer. L. 
Fall River. — At i 

re val ad < ei vin Sg “ed Axburn. — The new church at Au- 

évival interest is increasing. They | mages The beilé- 

have meetings every evening. Rev. | burn is progressing finely. 


Sidney Dean is assisting Bro. Jordan. | 
Ei verything would seem to indicate a| 
wide-spread work of grace. 

At North Main Street, they are busy | 
collecting the money expended in en- 
larging their church.. They have col- 
lected thus far $3,200, and expect to 
nish it all up before Conference. The 
Christmas celebration’s were very elab- 
orate and took up all the time and all 
the strength of our very best people. 
Possibly it is a good preparation for 
tae Week of Prayer. 

The New Bedford District Preachers’ 
Meeting, to be held at Middleboro, 
Feb. 11-18, will commence on Monday 





4t10304.m. This is a new departure, 
aud the brethren will do well to make 
4 note of it. G. 
MAINE. 
Nort 


rth Livermore. — An invited com- 
paay gathered, Dec. 12, at the home of 
Bro. Michael Chenery and wife, the oc- 
asion veing the marriage of their 
daughter, Lizzie M., to Mr. E. M. Fes- 
Senden, of Cambridgeport, Mass. Three 
Senerations were represented. The 
oldest present was the devout “ mother 
‘0 Israel’," Grandmother Chenery, who 





ing is ready for the painter outside, and 


the vestry will probably be ready for 


use some time this month. The church 
\is tasteful in design, convenient in ar- 
rangement and finely located. The se- 


rious illness of Bro. Sprague,the pastor, 
is a great disappointment to the socie- 
|ty; but the church enterprise is too far 
advanced to allow a halt, and the oreth- 
ren are determined to carry it through. 
The society is thorooghly united and in 
The people are putting them- 
selvesunder the heavy burden of the 
church-building with remarkable liberal. 
ity. This liberality is beyond their abili- 
ty; they need, and well deserve, aid 
from other places in this important 
emergency. For many years the society 


earnest. 





has been struggling under serious dis 
| advantages in consequence of an inferi 
‘or house of worship in an out-of-the 
| way location. 


| tages. The congregation has been fluct- 


other more attractive places of wor. 


The services of able 
preachers for years past have not been 
sufficient to overcome these disadvan- 


uating, with a strovg tende ncy towards 


ship. Bro. Sprague’s coming, as their 
pastor, with his hopeful spirit-and bold 
measures, awakened new courage in the- 

people. They entered upon the new de- 


to assist. 8. 





SEMI-CENTENNIAL IN PROVIDENCE. 
A most enjoyab'e occasion transpired 
at the Hope Street Methodist Church, 
Providence, Dec. 31, and throughout 
the day and evening, Tuesday, Jan. 1. 
The semi-centennial was duly and joy- 





evening there was an address of wel- 
come by the pastor, Rev. T. J. Everett, | 
to all present, especially to the pastors | 


of uther denominations, as well as to| Woman’s Crusade anniversary was ob- 
all Methodists, and to strangers in par-| Served, Bro. Martin giving an address 
Presiding Elder Talbot fol-|©% the subject. A 
has lately been organized here, and con- 
| siderable interest is manifested in the 
cause. 


ticular. 
lowed with a response warm and cor- 
dial with the spirit of fraternity. Rev. | 
J. G. Vose, D. D., pastor of the Benefi- 
cent Congregational Church, Provi- 
dence, was introduced by Dr. Talbot, 
who spoke in the highest terms of the 
work and earnest spirit of the Method- 
ist Episcopal’ Church, as did also Rev. 
H. N. Monroe, of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church of the Saviour, Previ- 
dence. Rev. J. H. Swain, pastor of the 
Union Baptist Church, Providence, also 
greeted the Methodists heartily as eo- 


laborers in the great harvest field. Rev. | sults. He expects soon to begin extra 
C. L. Goodell was introduced as the | meetings, assisted by Rev. Bro. Mc.- 
‘‘pastor of the old mother church of| Vey. 


us all,” and delivered an eloquent and 
stirring address of congratulation and 











the company able to tarry. 
Tuesday morning the pastor, Rev. T. | 
J. Everett, gave an historical address of | 
the church from Jan. 1, 1834, to Jan. 1, | 
1884 — fifty years. Letters were read 
from Rev. Abel Stevens, who was pas- 
tor of the church in 1837-8, and from 
Rev. E. B. Bradford, who was pastor 
in 1846-7. The event of the morning 
was the address of Mts. J. Ellen Foster, 
daughter of Rev. Jotham Horton, who 
was the first pastor of the church in 
1834. No report would do justice to 
this address. Its enthusiasm, fervor, 
power, and tenderness when “father 
and mother” were referred to, cannot 
be printed. Amens were evoked in this 
staid church by the inspiration which 
attended her utterances, and her pres- 
ence and words will long bs remembered 
by the Hope Street membership. Mrs. 
F. carried away as a trophy the old Bi- 
ble from which her father preached in 
the Power Street pulpit fifty years ago. 
Tuesday afternoon was occupied in 
reading letters from former pastors who 
could not be present, and in listening to 
reminiscences narrated by former pas- 
tors who were present. These were 
Revs. J. Mather, G. M. Hamlen, John 
Livesey, J. W. Willett, A. J. Church, 
D. D., A. W. Kingsley, D. A. Jordan 
and W. V. Morrison, D. D. There 
was sufficient variety to hold the inter- 





last. Letters were read from Daniel 
Wise, James D. Butler, John Howson, 
John Lovejoy, Henry Baylies, John B. 
Gould, and a telegram from James A. 
Dean. 

In the evening Rev. 8S. F. Upham, 
D. D., preached a glorious sermon from 
John 1: 45-46. The audience-room was 
tastefully adorned with streamers of 
bunting and the national flag. Beauti- 
ful plants stood attractively on the p lat- 
form, while around on the walls were 
hung the names of the pastors during 
the past half-century. Upon the wal! 
over the platform was a shield with the 
dates 1834-1884, with the word “ wel- 
come ” between. 

Rev. Dr. Talbot presided over the 
services in a very happy manner. A 
oounteous feast for the physical man 
was provided in the attractive church 
parlors, which was satisfactorily tested 
-| by scores of people. The names of the 
-|pastors in their order are: Jotham 
.| Horton, C. K. True, David Patten, Hi- 
ram H. White, Asa U. Swinerton, Abel 
Stevens, Richard Livesey, Daniel Fili- 
more, Charles S. Macreading, E. W. 
Stickney, Wm. T. Harlow, A. U. Swin- 
erton (second time), E. B. Brad’ord, 
Daniel Wise, H. C. Atwater, James D. 
Bu'ler, John Howson, John Lovejoy, 
James Mather, Thomas Ely, Henry 
Baylies, J. B. Gould, G. M. Ham!en, 
John Livesey, James A. Dean, C. S. 

















parture with great unanimity end en 


Macreading (second time), J. W. Wil- 


prosperously here. 
well attended and spiritual, and the con- 
gregations good. An interesting feat-/|¢ 
ure of the work is a meeting of young 
people, coaducted by Sister Benton. oe 
The meetings are well sustained, and 

quite a number have been converted. 
Laby ctecrved by the <harch,  MOWONy | a sce B, te semmnrteadly adapted te this 
| work. 


has recently been built and the church 
roof shingled. On the evening of Dec. 
16, the ‘* Band of Hope ” gave a concert 
at Cheney’s Hall, which was well at- 
tended and very interesting. The secial 
meetings are well sustained, and the in- 
terest increasing. 


steadily at work, with encouraging re- 


thize deeply with Bro. Hawkins and 


encouragement. This service was fol- family in their sore affliction. May the 
lowed by the usual watch-night meet-|..g@ oq of all consolation” comfort 
ing, which was a season of blessing to| tom in this;great trial! T. 


Rockville. — Brother Fernald is still 
at work, and reports conversions all the 
time. Repairs to the extent of several 
hundred dollars have been made during 
the past quarter. If the good Method- 
ists of Rockville should wake up some 
morning determined to crush their 
monster debt, or die in the attempt,they | ti 
would live and notdie. It is the “ one| 
thing needful” for Rockville Method-' 
ism. 


Norwich, Greenville. — Methodism is 
alive here. A very enthusiastic union 
temperance meeting was held, Nov. 25, 
at which the pastor, Rev. F. C. Baker, . 
delivered an address, other ministers 
also taking part. Sunday, Dec. 2, four 
united with the church, and more are to 
follow. Two have recently been bap- 








New London. — Everything goes 


The meetings are 


North Manchester. — Dec. 23, the 


pose in reducing the cost and increasing the 
profits of the manufacturer. 


of two of the leading baking powders : 


for ‘‘ Cleveland’s Superior Baking Powder,” 
and our opinon is that is the better prepara- 


EASES. Among its remedial agents are Galvanic 
and Faradic Electricity, Sweedish Movement, Mas- 
sage, Vacuum Treatment, Inhalation of ccmpressed 
and rarified air; Turkish, Russian, Roman, Electro- 
thermaland Hydropathic Baths. — Send for Circu- 
tized. lar. 38 


used when children are cutting teeth. It r es 
the little sufterer atonce: it produces natural, quiet 
sleep by relieving the child from pain, and the little 


pleasant to the taste, 
the = allays all 


Twenty-five cents a bottle. 


cures more diseases of the skin than any 
other salve, ointment or lotion. 
family salve in the world, only 25 cents. All 
druggists sell it. 
tors, 


Wegive the Government Chemist’s analyses 


The above analyses indicate a preference 


on. — Hall’s Journal of Health. 





Business Wotices. 


DRS, STRONA’S REMEDIAL INSTITUTE, by tending business met ‘and el clergymen Bast and 


SARATOGA SPRINGS. 


Its PHYSICIANS are regularly educated, and haye 


large, successful experience in the treatment of nt Oe. Goas DP, > -pHarttord. Ct Cottons, 
NERVOUS, FEMALE, CHEST and CHRONIC Dis- New ES 





DVICE TO MOTHERS. — Mrs. WINs- 
LOW’s SOOTHING SYRUP should always be 


herub awakes as * bright asa button.” It is very 
BA as the child, — 
regu 
wels, and is the best Se rem —- for diar- 
hoea, whether arising from teething or ot = gee 





Miss SawyeEr's SALVE, a8 now prepared, 
The best 


Wiaeeins & Co., Proprie- 
Rockland, Maine. 310 





** Band of Hope ” 


South Manchester. — A new chimney 


120 large pages, 4 pages new music, 1000 7 
gravings each issue. 


CHEAPEST FASHION MAGAZINE in the world, 


50 cents per year; sin- 





new life and energy to all the functions of the 
body. Try a bottle and realize it. 


Hood’s Sarsaparilla gives an appetite and imparts 











HENRY L, JEWETT, Sec’y. 822 


COYNE cee steams 
on im ig 
Lt a 4 o etic ey 
O Farms, worth’ 19 @ timer 
t loaned. 








URDET 


HUNT BROS. 


Managers, 


608 Washington St, 
BOSTON. 


IRGAN 





nterest and principal able in New 
York Exchange, antl tel Ideted and and sent to 
ou FREE OF COaT. First money loaner 
n Mg EIGAT YEARS JN BUSI- 
ESS. rsonal acquaintance with men, 
‘ands, and values. bt never had to fore- 
‘lose a mo a Red River Valley 
farm. No delays in. investing. Loans as 


SAFE AS U. 8. BONDS, 









est — men for whom I have been making these 
investments for years past. . Among my REFER- 
EN are such names 


KNALe 


IRTES. 


ANOF 2, 


Tone, rhe ach, Workmanship aud Durability. 


Nos. 204 and 206 WILLIAM KN: 
Baltimore. 


Shoal Street, 
No. 112 Fifth Avenue, N, ©. 





Importers’ ana ‘1raders’ National Bank,'New York. 
First National Bank, 8t. Paul, Minn 

Franklin falls Savings Bank, Franklin Falls, N. H. 
Hon. Wm. = on, 483 Broadway, New York. 
Allare “with my investments. Send for 
fuller in: ae BY and circular. Remit by ~~ 


EMERSON PIANOCO, 


{ (ESTABLISHED LN 1843.) 


p or Boston Drafts, payable to mo order. 


Mention this paper. 


Vermont Loan and Trust (Co. 


Vermont National Bank, - 
People’ 8 .“ e - 
Windham Co. Savings Bank, 
Vermont Life Ins. Co., - 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
SQUARE, COTTAGE AND PRIGH 
PIANOS. 


More than thirty years’ trial of these pepular In- 


E. PP. GATES, 
Pres. Merchants’.Bank, Grand Forks, Dapes, 





JH, Morrifiel, Prest, 





* M, Sherman, Sec, 


GRAND FORKS, DAKOTA. struments has proved them to be, in all the essen- 


Negotiators of RED RIVER VALLEY | tial qualities of a first-class Piano, equal to the 


FARM LOANS Bearing 8 to 9 per cent. 
interest net. ‘ | 

Correspondence solicited. 
REFERENCES. 


BEST MADE. 


Prices moderate and Terms Rea- 
sonable, 


NEW WAREROOMS 


Brattleporo, Vt., 


Newfane, * 
Burlington, “ 





gle copies 15 cents. STRAwBRIDGE & CLO- ups pe er ree haa Pe nian ri x 
THIER, 8th & Market St., Phiiadelphia. 2 A. F, Whitcomb, Esq. pentientiiiie. Mass, 169 TREMONT STREET, BOSTON. 
321 E. B. Reed, Esq. - - Sharon, Conan 
300 


WE WANT 1 nn BOOK AGE 











East Glastonbury. — Bro. Butler is 


The brethren of the district sympa- 











NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


Bro. McNally, who is hard at work 
upon .the new church at West Hamp- 
stead, says he sen’ postal cards to all 
the brethren of the Conference asking 
for a collection of five cents per mem- 
ber to help them in their work. Though 
it was several months ago, he has heard 
from but one place—Salem Depot. He 
wishes tbe brethren to remember that 
his post-office address is North Salem, 
N. H., and he is waiting to count out 
the money brought in by that postal 
invitation. The new house is expected 
to be ready for dedication before Con- 
ference. The amount necessary to com- 
plete it ready for furnishing is about 
$475. By means of a festival and 
church paper, they hope to raise $200 
of this amount. This will insure the 
speedy completion of the building. Bro. 
M. has lots of Nova Scotia pluck, and is 
determined to push the battle to the 
wall and conquer by securing a new 
church for God’s service. 


Rev. G. W. Buzzell, of Seabrook, has 
published a paper —the Chronicle — de- 
voted, not so much to making money, 
as to preserving some scraps of history 
and giving useful information. It con- 
tains a lengthy article written by our 
brother, entitled, ‘‘ The Missing Link in 
Modern Methodism, and How it may be 


Money Letters from Dec. 29 to Jan. 5. 


ET Adams,G W Avery, O Anderson, P Aborn, 
A Albee, 


W Briggs, 


Chamberlain, J Cobb, P Chadbourne, J Cummings, 


JH Allen, F Ames, J E Allen, P Akers, J F Allen, 


M Baroard, J W Bates,C B Besse, J A Bowler, 
A Bates. S J Bundy, H Bessey, W H 
Burton, F C Baker, H Bowne, C H Buck, E Benton, 
E C Bass, W Bachelder. 

G F Cobb, J Chase,J A Corey, M M Clough, H 


C Case, W W Case, M A Crocker,G M Clark, T 
Cundy, G M Carpenter. 
O08 Danforth, J K Davis, G 8 Dearborn, E G 
Dorr, W Donnell, B Dyer, W E Dwight. 

E Edson. 

H J Fox, H E Foss, W H Foss, L P French, C H 
Farnsworth, E S Fletcher, A L Fuller, C K Foss, 
8 J Goodenough, J R Goodwin, JE Grant,GA 
Grant. 
RP Hollett, F Howland, T Haworth (2), L Horton, 
E E Hard, M P Hammond,C Hurlbatt, E House, 
J Hollingshead, J L Harrison. 

C E Jennings, C H Jones, A H Johnson. 
M V B Knox, G E Kimball. 

J Lamb, C H Leet, N G@ Lippitt, A Lowell,GA 
Lowe, M E Lindsay. 
W D Matthews, E Martin, T H Murphy, G 
Moalton, L H Metealf,H H Martin,T C Martin, 
A McGregor, 8 M Mitchell, C A Merrill,N D Mc- 
Comas, W T Magee. 

D Nutter, D Nash. 

T C Osgood. 

D F Palmer. 

H F Reynolds, A B Russell, J Roby, 
B P Spaulding, I Smith, A J Sanborn, T Smith, 
CE Springer,T B Smith, A Sanderson. 
T Tyrie, F W Towle. 

N W Varney, DC Vance. 

CD Wiicomb, M Webster, O M Watkins, F M 
Wood, F E White, F Woods, J Work, 5 F Wether- 
bee, W H H Weston, J E White. 
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°. recent. Semi-Annual Interest. Ne- a Superbly if re wai Minions oe 
by the Minneapolis Mor and Invest- ore 
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a D. aa ed & U0.. Hartford, Cena 


er without R cueage. BEST LOCATION IN 300 
fteen 
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GOOD NEWS 


W. B. CLARE, Manager, To T LADIES's 
282 MINNEAYrOLIS, MINN. Greatest inducements ever of 


fered. Now's your time to get uy 
orders for our celebrated Teas 

















e s Company and Coffees, aud secure a beanti 
) a ful Gold Band or Moss Rose Chine 
YET Ten Set, or Handsome Decorated 
A Gold Band Moss Rose Dinner Set, or Gold Band Moss 

| . Decor: ated Toilet Set. For +" re ey ioe address g, 

« THE enEer 4M N TEA C©O., 
[RAPID ACCUMULATION! % P. O, Box 239 yo % Wee St., New York, 
—- rd 
Can Handle Sums Large or Small. Sap 395 








GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1978. 
BAKER’S 


Breakfast Cocoa. 


Warranted absolutely pure 
Cocoa, from which the excess of 
Oil has been removed. It has three 
times the strength of Cocoa mixed 
with Starch, Arrowroot or Bugar, 
and is therefore far more economi- 
cal. It is delicious, nourishing, 
strengthening, easily digested, and 
admirably adapted for invalids as 
well as for persons in in health. 


Sold by Grocers ev irocers everywhere. 


SOLIDAS ENGLISH CONSOLS ORU.S,BONDS, | 


For Circulars address the§ 


Central Illinois Financlal Agency, Jacksonville, Ill, 
260 





186 Tremont 8St., 
Cor. of Boylston BSt.. 
Boston. 


OPEN DAILY 


For Deposits and Drafts 
BANK from 9A. M. tull2 P, M. 
t 794 


FLORIDA Sit fo\iaye board for $58. Leave 














IMPORTANT. 


When you visit orleave New York City, save Bag- 
gage Expressage and Carriage Hire, and stop at 
Grand Union Hotel, opposite Grand Centra 
Depot. 450 elegant rooms fitted up at an expense 
of One Million Dollars, reduced to $1, and upwards 
perday. Elevator. Restaurant supplied with the 
best. Horse Cars, Stages and Elevated Rail Road 
toall Depots. Families can live better for less 
money at the Grand Union, than at any other 
arst-class hotelin the city. 250 








Prarviages. 


HOMAN— WELMAN — In LN — In Wakefteld, Dec. 25, by 
Rev. D. Richards, Jesse L. Homan and Miss Haw 
tie F. Weimar. 





FIELD — At Keene, N.H., Nov. 17, Maggie G..wife 
of Francis F. Field, and only child of Rev. J. and 





Restored.” The “missing link ” he re- 














A. Fawcett, formerly of the N. H. Conference, 
aged 38 years. 


ton every pea, rticulars write, 
W. H. & 1. Co., 8 Serva re Bt., ‘at 


¥. BAKER & CO., Dorchester, Mass. 
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“The Berean Lesson System. TEAM COOKED CEREALS. 


REV. J. H. VINCENT, D, D.,,Eprror. Chetocas Foods in the World, for 
Old and Young. 











Announcements for 1884. Selected grain, all hulls, 
THE SENIOR LESSON BOOK, for adult schol- | §Merican a wy a mg hee 
ars. Price, 15 cents. CookED AND DESICCATED. 
THE BEREAN QUESTION BOOK, for scholars Rreakfas t hoi the table’ gt 
from ten to sixteen years old. Price, 15 cents. ithe minutes, Saving money. Sav 
THE BEREAN BEGINNER’S BOOK is intended ing fuel. ay >: time. heat, 
for children just above the infant class, though it | — — di aves ng healt 
may readily be used in that department. Price, 15 | ereals. ready thoroughly wee, 


cents. 

THE SENIOR LEAF takes the place of the BE- 

REAN QUARTERLY. Price, 20 cents per year] 

THE BEREAN LEAF, QuarTERLY. Price, 6 

cents per year, d 
Ps UY Pm 

@THE BEGINNER'S. LEAF. Quarterly. Price, 


A. B. C. WHITE WHEAT. 
A. B. C. MAIZE. 


A. B. C. WHITE OATS. 

A. B. C. BARLEY FOOD. 

Ask for A. B. C. only. (Registered Trade-Mark.) 

For sale by all Grocers. THE CEREALS M'P'G CO., 

fend for circulas. 88 MURRAY 8T., NEW YORK. 
FOR sALE AT 


gards as the “‘school of evangelism.” 


6 cents per year. 





‘*This school,” he says, ‘‘ consisted of 
teachers, pupils and a school-room. 
The-circuit was the living school-room ; 
the spiritual heroes of Methodism were 
the teachers; the young preachers were 
the pupils; the Bible, the Hymn-book, 
Discipline, ani standard works on Ar- 
minian theology were the text-books; 
and daily preaching to enthusiastic 
audiences afforded the most effective 
and delightful opportunities for the ex- 
ercise of gifts and grace.” It is a very 
interesting paper, and worthy to be 
read by every New England Methodist. 


The winter term at Tilton has opened 
with a large attendance. Every seat in 
the boarding hall is occupied, and they 
have been compelled to secure places 
for several in families. Most of the 
students are Christians. There is one 
fact worthy of emphasis—there Is no 
tobacco used in the school! Bro. Dur- 
rell recently gave his lecture to the stu- 
dents on “A Day in Damascus.” It 
was a grand lecture and gave to alla 
fine illustration of the manners and cus- 
toms of the people of the East. B. 





POWDER 


Absolutely Pure. 











strength and wholesomeness. More eco 
Booxcasss of every style are furnished 


at low prices at Parne’s Furniture Ware- 


roome, 48 Canal Gtrect, Boston. Sead | CON Sr Fares pores. Fee 


This powder never varies. A marvel of purity, 


than the ordinary kinds, andcaunot be sold Incom- 
petition with the multitude of low test, short weight, 


ROYAL BAKING PowDER CO., 106 Wall St., N. ¥ 





THE LEAF CLUSTER. The pictures are brill- 
fantly illuminated. Issued quarterly. Price, $4 
per annum. 


'THE PICTURE LESSON PAPER for “infant 
classes. Price, 25 cents per annum. Monthly. 
THE STUDY 1s a quarterly publication, designed 
for superintendents, primary class teachers, nor- 
mal class conductors, and advanced workers gener- 
ally.@Price, 50 cents per annum.) 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL JOURNAL. Price, 
single copy, 65 cents per annum. Jn clubs of siz 
copies and upward to one address, 65 cents each. 
THE LESSON COMMENTARY, by Drs. J. H. 
Vincent and J. L. Hurlbut, contains full notes and 
explanation upon all the lessons. 8vo, Price, $1.25. 
WHEDON’S COMMENTARY ON THE NEW 
TESTAMENT — 

Aol. ITIL. — Acts and Romans. 

Vol. IV. — Corinthians"to 2 Timothy. 

Vol. V. — Titus to Revelation. 
Price, each, $1.50, 
THE PEOPLE’S COMMENTARY ON THE 
NEW TESTAMENT. By Amos Binney and Daniel 
Steele{D.D. Imo. Price, $3. ers, 
WHEDON'S COMMENTARY ON THE OLD 
TESTAMENT — 

Vol. [11. — Joshua to 2 Samuel. 

Vol. V.— Psalms. 12mo. 

Vol. VI.—Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, 

Song] of Solomon. 12mo. Price, each, 
$2.25. 

THE BEREAN ENVELOPE, 8 new ‘and “ingen- 
fous feature for preserving the BEREAN LEAF OB 
JOURNAL. It will be covered with suggestive _— 
Price, $1.50 per hundred, or 3 cents eack. 75 _ 
PMAP ILLUSTRATING 8ST. PAUL'S TRAVELS. 
Size, 118x80 inches on cloth. Price, $10. — 
WMAP OF SCRIPTURE’ WORLA. _ Size, 55x72 
gilnches. Cloth. Price, $5. 


be eel 


JAMES (P. aad Agent, 
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Wholesale and Retail, 


By BENS. CLE, Jr. OR 
321 56 Chatham &St., Beston 





Will be mailed to all applicants and to 


customers of last FREE year without ordering .t, 
It contains illustrations, } a no descriptions 


directions for planting all Vegetable and 
ona Plants, oo Invaluable ton On 


D.M. FERRY & CO."site: 
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The Family, 


WESLEYAN ALUMNI DINNER. 
Dec. 19, 1883. 


Ma. EpiToer: The following is the introduction 
and conclusion of the poem I should have read at 
he late dinner of the Wesleyan Alumni Club. I 
send it to press, that they may know I did not for- 
get them. M. TRAFTON. 


was finished, the dedication taking 
place Dec. 18, 1834. The sermon was 
given by Rev. Green G. Moore. I had a 
part in the services. Here I became ac- 
quainted with one of the best Christian 
families I ever knew, that of Benjamin 
F. Herrick, sheriff of York County. 
His house was ever ahome for Method- 
ist ministers. The father, mother, two 
sons and two daughters, were all gold. 
Many were the pleasant hours that I 
spent in that family. On my monthly 
visits to Alfred for two years I always 
stopped there, and also on other occa- 
sions. Hon. Horatio G. Herrick, of 
Lawrence, and sheriff of Essex County, 
Mass., is one of the sons named. Here 
I first saw a Methodist bishop. The 
Maine Conference had just closed, and 
Bishop Emury in returning halted at 
= ight —— Mr. Herrick’s and by request preached 
Vainly we cali the buried past, 
Ratenieed ond ensiad tecener fact. on a week-day afternoon. I received 
We turn from all, in cheerful lays |motice, and went to hear him. I had 
Recall once more our college days. read his ‘‘ Defense of the Fathers ” with 
| much profit, and, as is natural in such a 


Fifty years is a stretch of time 

To trace in thirty minutes’ rhyme 

The birth, and life, and deeds of each 
Alumnus bere — what power can reach? 
The devious way, the rugged road, 
The taxing task, the crushing load; 
The fruitless quest, the hope deferred, 
The embittered past, by memory stirred ; 
The bold advance, the sad :ecoil, 

The fleeting gains of patient toil ; 

The sweet young loves of long ago, 
Buried by many a winter’s snow ; 

The sudden blow, the mute surprise, 





month. The court house was first oc- |no fault of my own, a writ was served 
cupied as a preaching place, but in about upon me to vacate my home, I prayed 
three months the church, then building, | 





There on old Coarecticut’s banks, | case, I felt a strong desire to see and: 
Dear by study, as dear by pranks, . 
me nd in earvest planning 7 hear the author. My opinion of his ser- 
The next night’s raid, and slight in scanning. | 0D at the time was, that he put the 
Ah, the cases where sense was missed, most thought into the fewest words of 
The thought so bent on the evening tryst, any man I had ever heard; and when- 
Under the elms, on the campus green, ever I have heard a preacher pouring | 
By mooniight soft, in summer’s sheen; out a cataract of words without saying 
The murmuring words, the vows thus spoken,| much, I have always thought of the 
Carelessiy breathed and thcughbrlessly broken! | Bishop’s sermon. I had an introduc- 
ng nee ee Se ee, | tion to him by Mr. Herrick at nis house. 
Mesting agein «bh wuleiied teow ; In conversation he advised me, con- 
The glint cf time on locks so thin, f ° 
With hellowed cheek and eyes so dim, sidering my age and circumstances, to 
Bringing together our gathered store, enter the Conference.* Under other cir- 
Ambition’s wreaths or learning’s loue. cumstances he would say, get some 
Memory opens her portals wide, |qualifications for the work in the 
Bowers of bliss, or halis of pride; schools. He said he had known some 
Enchanting sceves that lie along excellent sea captains who had learned 
canes sd trod me tye or songs; navigation on board the ship, and he 
m ingles or sha elis; 
Where bird-notes rang like silver bells, had known some very efficient ministers 
Mossy banks where wild thyme flowered, who entered the work with very lim- 
Where lovers met in bliss embowered, ited qualifications, but were studious 
Whispering words we may not tell, and grew. His words were encourag- 
Words which cause young hearts to swell. ing. Mr. Herrick had evidently spoken 
Ah me! that what we murmured o’er, to him of my case before this conversa- 
Should leave an echo, and tothing more! | tion. 
Bright were the visions the future filled, erie . 
lawn the ale hoe witbingly wed; | tng he Ane eee of my labor in 
pom dap ahs capercher-cn velpadenee Rev Jared Perkins of Dover, and Re : 
Lofty the castles our fancies portrayed; ot ° wT 
Yet nothing to those — the vision still stays, | Eleazer Smith, of Great Falls, dedicated | 
So fondly cherished in our old college days. jit. At the close of this year, by advice 
Dear Alma Mater! Hail once more! of brethren in the ministry, I -was mak- 
To thee thy sons their libations pour. | ing arrangements to join the Maine Con- 
Thy sons? No more alone that word, ference which was to meet in August, 
Thy daughter's silvery voice is heard ; | but the people were desirous that I 
oe, Seinaiit items moran | should remain another year and occupy 
On the fifteerith amendment plants her foot, | the new church, pocmnsing me one hua- 
“ Our rights, or secession,” so coolly put. | dred dollars— which was fifty more 
Our mother is young — but of yesterday; than they paid the year before. I re- 
Harvard was oid, and Yale was gray, |luctantly complied and remained. A| 
Ere she was born; yet what a host | lawyer in the place was postmaster, and 
Of stalwart sons that mother’s boast! | valued the office only for the franking | 
| privilege. The rest of the income of | 
| the office went to his deputy, who kept | 
a grog-shop, thus obliging all the peo- 














** Whence this vast throng?” you well may 
ask; 
The answer is my evening’s task. 


* * * . . 


Alumni, friends, the thread ie spas |ple to go into the vile den for their | 
The evening aol ay tok all mail. This, without distinction of par- 


| ty, the people would not endure. There 
were many active temperance men in 
| the place, and I had done something in 
| that line, having lectured there and in 
several other towns around. A com- 
| mittee waited upon me to see if I would 
| accept the office if it could be obtained. 
| I consented, and soon a petition, bear- 
'ing a large number of signatures, was 
put into the hands of Mr. B. F. Herrick, 
who sent it with his approval to Hon. 
John Fairfield, then senator in Con- 
gress, and s on the commission came, 
over the signature of Amos Kendall, 
postmaster general. 

| I now, in addition to being the head 
While in Great Falls, a friend sug-| of a family, had the responsibility upon 
gested that if some place could be found | me of preacher, shoemaker and post- 
where I could constantly supply, re-| master in the village of Springvale! 
ceiving one hundred or one hundred and Work enough for one man upon my 
fifty dollars for the year, then, with my | hands, surely! It was not merely the 
manual labor, I might be able to enter! physical labor, bat the mental as well, 
the Conference at the close of it. Soon | for I was obliged to devote all the time 
there appeared to be an opening to such | which could be possibly spared to study 


afield. There was a part of the town for the pulpit. I was also called to aid 


of York, Me., called Scotland, with a|in protracted meetings in several towns, 
small Methodist society. No preacher | and amovg them Shapleigh and New- 
had been appointed there, and the pre-| field. In Shapleigh an acquaintance 
siding elder, unable to supply one, had| was formed with the excellent families 
left the matter with Bro. James Brooks, | of Col. John and William Trafton. The 
of York, to obtain a supply if he could| house of the former, being near the 
find the man. He wrote me, and I went} church, was always a welcome resting- 
immediately to York, thinkivg it a prov-/| place for ministers. In Newfield a law- 
idential opening. He said I need not|yer, Nathan Clifford, resided and at- 
visit Scotland, as they all knew me| tended the Methodist meetings. After 
there by report, and some of the breth- | hearing me on one occasion, and giving 
ren had heard me at York while attend-| an expression of pleasure, he inquired 
ing protracted meetings. of a friend at what college I was ed- 

But can I get work at my trade here?|ucated! This was amusing. He was 
This was a question of interest in the | not aware that I had not yet graduated 
case. I immediately went to Ports- 


Peaceful our parting where we met; 

Nor pain, nor tears, but hopefal yet, 

We go to toil, to reap the grain, 

From seed they scatiered not in vain. 
That guerdon gain which toils beguile — 
The Master’s last approving smile. 

In every clime, through every zone, 

Shall Wesley’s work and sons be known; 
When here again your pzans swell, 
Another bard the tale may tell. 








REMINISCENCES. 


YORK, SPRINGVALE AND ALFRED, ME. 
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lare wrong. 


| development.” 








fervently to the Lord that He would 
send me money tO pay my rent, and so 
obviate the necessity of being turned 
into the street. There was no answer 
te this prayer. Natural law propelled 
affairs as usual, and I was served as 
other people ‘are served who cannot 
pay their debts. All the praying in the 
world would not have saved me.” 

“Did you make no effort to save 
yourself from this extremity?” the 
minister inquired. 

** There was literally nothing that I 
could do,” was the reply. “I had been 
cheated out of the money which had 
been laid aside for this purpose, and as 
I had been taught to pray, I prayed, but 
to no purpose.” 

“And since that time, do I under- 
stand that you have not prayed?” the 
gentleman inquired. 

“‘If prayer would not help me in an 
extremity of that kind, I could never 
expect to be beneiited by it. You will 
certainly admit that this was a logical 
inference? ” 

*“From your premises, yes, but they 
In the first place natural 
laws can never be set aside. To expect 
that God would send you the amouat 
your difficulty required, without any 
effort of your own, was a foolish thing 
to look for. Nowheremre we promised 
any such results from prayer. Just 
think a moment. Imagine a kind, lov- 
ing, and wise haman father applied to 
in some dire emergency. It is impos- 
sible to extricate his child from his 
trouble. There are difficulties in the 
way which all his love is powerless to 
set aside. But he canso help and com- 
fort him by the manifestations of love 
and sympathy, that the hardest trial is 
mitigated. Then again, no prayer is 
worth anything that is not pervaded 
with the spirit of ‘not my will, but 
Thine, be done.’” 

** But would you say that it was God’s 
will that I should be robbed and turned 
into the street?” 

‘“*To answer that question I can only 
say that I have the fallest faith that the 
results of natural law—under which 
you yourself believe that you suffered — 
are remedial, and that natural law will 
work out the best and highest possible 


‘I don’t see how I could have been 
benefited by being turned out of a 
happy home.” 

“You might have been benefited not- 
withstanding. If such a process should 
have made you more thoughtful, or sym- 
pathetic, or wiser to manage your own 
affairs, it would have been the best 
thing that could have happened to you.” 

“Tt certainly did make me mote care- 

al, and I wil! not say that it has not 
enlarged my sympathies. Having suf- | 
fered myself the excruciating torture of | 
losing my home, I know how to feel for | 
others similarly placed.” 
**If, then, you are able to make this | 
admission, can you not go farther, and | 
say that it was best that you should 
have suffered this agony and humilia- 
tion? ” 

The lady smiled: ‘‘I can hardly go 
so far at present,” she replied. 

‘Tam sure you will some time,” the 
gentleman answered. ‘‘ For no trouble} 
seemeth to us pleasant, you know, but 
grievous and hard to be borne, still they 
work out the peaceable fruits of right- 
eousness. Now all this is the result of 
natural law, which is nothing more nor 
less than divine will, bringing the 
world up from sin and degradation into | 
the light and peace of knowledge and 
right doing.” 

“ Bat I was always told to ask God | 
for what I wanted and needed,” the! 
lady remarked. ‘‘ What, then, shall we 
pray for?” 

“* When you can go to God as to your 
Father, knowing that you cannot be 
exempted from suffering, but longing 
for strength and encouragement to bear 
whatever may be best for you to bear, 
then you are in the right spirit to re- 
ceive the help asked for. Thy will, 
mine never, if it will interfere with my 
spiritual development. This is the 
proper state. To pray for financial 
prosperity, shows plainly that the 
affairs and vanities of the world are of 
more importance than the cultivation 
of the graces of the spirit, and such 
prayers will always be answered through 
the evolution of natural law. When we 
pray in love, and hope, and faith, and 
yearning tenderness, for strength to 
bear our discipline, and divine help to 








“I bear within my rosy arms close pressed 


*“*The Old Year dies forever, and the New 


“I bring to some the signal of release 


“The Old Year dies forever, and the New 


“ And smiling sweet among my gifts I etand 


THE NEW YEAR’S COMING. 


TT 
BY ELLA C. G- PAGE. 





Who cometh now along time's dusty way 
Beneath the last year’s branches brown 
and sere, 

Wrapped in a misty veil of cloudy gray, 
Through which her eyes translucent shine 
Like sparks of heaven's flume divine ? 

Tis the New Year! 
And the merry bells are chiming o’er forest, 
hill and plain, — 
“The Old Year dies at midnight, and the 
New Year comes again.” 


What bearest thou, O Year, to us below? 
Is it fair golden gifts, or promise dear 
That strewed along /ife’s path shall make 
» it glow 
With tender tints like sunset’s rosy light ? 
Or dost thou bring us sorrow’s mildew 
blight ? 
Answer, O Year! 
As loud the bells are chiming o’er forest, 
hill and plain, — 
“ The Old Year dies at midnight, and the New 
Year comes again.” 


Andthe New Year made answer to my quest 
From lips serenely, gravely fair : 


Full boughs of buds that yet shal! bright 
unfold 
In blossom-bells of azure and of gold, 
Hope’s blossoms rare.” 
And still the bells are chiming o’er forest, 
hill and plain, — 
“The Old Year dies at midnight, and the 
New Year comes again.” 


“I bear the golden, starry flower of Peace 
To set above the nation’s angry fray, 
To bid all discords and all warring cease, 
And brothers joined beneath one banner’s 
fold 
Shall sow the seed and reap the cornfields 
gold, 
From day to day.” 
And sweet the bells are chiming o’er forest, 
hill and plain,— 


Year comes again.” 


From all of earth — its weary round of 
care; 
The angel message of divinest peace, 
The summons tbat shall ope the radiant 
door 
To glories never thought or dreamed be- 
fore, 
To them I bear.” 
And joyous bells are chiming o’er forest, 
hill and plain, — 


is come again.” 


Amid the mortals on this whirling 
sphere, 
An embiem evermore, a type most grand, 
Of that bright goal to which the centuries 
flow, 
The goal of all man’s days and years below, 
Heaven’s golden year.” 
And still the bells are chiming o’er forest, 
hill and plain, — 
“The O.d Year dies forever, and the New 
Year comes again.” 








Our Girls. 


MELISSA’S NEIGHBOR. 





BY JULIA A, TIBRELL. 


It was oot the first time those girls 
had heard the story of the Good Samar- 
itan, bat somehow it made anew im- 
pression that Sabbath, as Miss Lyons 
applied its lessons. As they went from 
the class all felt a desire tv benefit oth- 
ers. 

All? No; Melissa Pearson thought 
she was more like the wounded, 
deserted man. Not that she had been 
robbed, but she was hungry for love — 
though nobody would have suspected 
it. 

Three of the girls walking homeward 
toyether talked the lesson over. 

“I’ve thought of something splen- 

did,” exclaimed Carrie Waite. “* There’s 
Melissa Pearson right in our class, you 
know. They say her folks are awfal 
poor. Couldn't we carry them some- 
thing? There’s my last winter’s hat, 
and I know I can pick up a lot of 
things.” 
‘*Yes,” chimed in Matty Thomas, 
“and I'll carrya basket of food. Let’s 
go right away — say to-morrow, after 
school. What can you take, Luura? ” 

Laura hesitated and blushed. Finally 
she said, “ I’m not sure that your way 
would be best, girls. A great many peo- 
ple are sensitive about such matters.” 

** Ob, well,” Carrie’s lips curled scorn- 
fully, ‘‘ of course you needn't belp if 
you don't want to. I thought Miss Ly- 
ons had make ux all feel like helping 
the poor.” 


glanced at her suspiciously. She felt 
no doubt that some fresh insult was in- 
tended, though there was no basket in 


** Will she be in soon? ” 

“I don’t know.” 

Tnere was a silence of more than a 
minute, in which Mrs. Pearson looked 
defiantly at J.aura, and Laura almost de- 
cided to give up her mission. 

* Please may I come in and wait? ” 

** If you want to.” 

Not a very cordial permission, but 
Laura entered 

She soon madc friends with the tod- 
dier of two years,and at last Mrs. Pear- 
son herself seemed to understand that 
Laura had not come as an enemy, and 
talked quite freely. She told how hard 
she had worked since her husband's 
death to keep the family from separa- 
tion, how folks had given work, but had 
withheld sympathy. 

‘* Why,” said she, *‘ the last time I 
went to meeting not a single person 
shook hands with me, and it’s been an 
age since anybody called.” 

Laura smiled It did not seem 
strange that callers should be few if 
they were always treated as she had 
been. But she did not say this. She 
only replied, — 

**’m sure my mother would like to 
come and see you; and you must have 
hurried out of meeting before anybody 
could reach you, for the minister shakes 
bands with every one.” 

Just then Melissa came in. 
greeted her warmly. 

** I’ve come to invite you to my bircth- 
day party next Friday. Don't shake 
your head! you must come. And there’s 
going to be a Sunday-school concert, 
and I told Miss Lyons you had a beauti- 
ful voice, and you’re to sing a solo to 
my accompaniment. Clothes? Your 
meeting dreas is good enough; but if 
you really want it different, come to my 
house to-morrow. The dressmaker 
shall fix the overskirt like mine, and 
we'll wear ribbons just alike. Won’t it 
be splendid?” and «he paused, breath- 
less. 

Melissa had never been called demon- 
strative, but now her voice was choked 
with tears. 

“© Laura,can you forgive me? I’ve 
thought so wrongly of you, and of all 
the rest. But you do care for me after 
all!” 

And Mrs. Pearsonexplained: ‘‘ We’ve 
lived in this place three years, and I’ve 
been a member of the cburch al! this 
time; but you’re the first one who 
has spoken to us like that.” 

Melissa's ‘‘ neighbor” had come at 
last! The girls soon discovered that 
Melissa possessed a loving heart as well 
as « fine voice; and the grown people 
began to wonder why they had never 
known Mrs. Pearson better. They 
found her a woman of talent and a 
great help in all social undertakings. “A 
real lady, even though she does take in 
work,” as one said. 

Mother and daughter had no more oc- 
casion to compiain of neglect. But 
while people are wondering how the 
change came about, Melissa thanks 
God every day for Laura. 

Nothing wonderful about all this, you 
say? Neither was there anything won- 
derful in the simple act of giving a cup 
of cold water to a thirsty disciple, but 
our Saviour said of the giver, ** He shall 
in no wise lose his reward.” 


Laura 





PERPETUAL SUNSHINE. 


“ And his windows being opened toward Jerusa- 
lem” (DAN. 6: 10). 


The southern windows of my soul are filled 
with sunshine, 
Reflecied from above; 
And every sunbeam is a messenger of glad- 


ness 
” Zo tell me God is love. 
Light, greater than poor mortal thought or 
tongue can picture 
Pours round me like a flood : 
I rest withim its rays, content to take the 
blessing 
And know the love of God. 


For weary months [ kept my soutbern win- 
dows shaded, 
And sought with earnest will 
promised 


peace that eth un- 
derstanding, aii ° 
And floweth hike a rill. 


But all in vain my search —for works were 
una 


To give a quiet mind; : 
And conscience-driven, ever sinning and 
pen 


could no respite find. 

















to follow closely turn and never a tune could one and a!! of 
a * - of it. Ic’ i ] 
can < vr ay us screw out webbed 
pastures?” May God by His blessed 


sight. Holy Spirit so bring us to see this great —_—__——_ 

= Te Mailers ot home? ” neha Louse] navel of “pressing toward the Gems of Thought. 
timidly. mark,” and as each week goes by find Sor poe do pane hema ned a be en- 
** No.” ourselves a little more firmly rooted and — largel 


in the faith! 
“ He leadeth me, oh blessed 
tnought!” and yet He never will lead 
me unless I have a fixed purpose to be 
led by Him. It is a warfare, this way 


sere The light of friendship is like the light 


of phosphorus — seen st when al! 
around is dark. — 


eee me not so desire to follow ee the 
Garden of Gethsemane, as to refuse wing 
Him to carpenter's 


from earth to heaven, but the victory is Bo See thes sap = Providence 
assured. Glory be to His name! He|"°” 7 Fletcher 

has conquered, and with an inwrought 4 Master, let ae wee See Thee 
purpose we can reign with Him. Don't) 7.1; me secret; help me bear 
ropine, wiy beother:on Sietet, Pe eeteg | Hiote me the slow of beart to move 

your diligence and make your calling By aaaltar love; 

and election sure. ‘‘ Millions have) ‘Teach eS feet to stay, 
reached that blest abode, and millions| And guide them the homeward way. 


more are on the road.” 
go to war at our own chargex. God’s 
storehouse is fall; His war eqaipments 
are complete. Let us call for the colum- 
biads and the fifteen-inch rified guns, 
and go valiantly forward against the 
works of darkness with this singleness 


| 
: 
3 


the other closes itself and the drop 
So God rains ness and mercy 
the and if we lack them, i: 
we 


. Though wares Pa, be vagy pe sadness, 
of purpose —to conquer though we)| There are goiden of gladness ; 
There is amid the sighing, 
die, and then to live forever with the Laughter ringing pce ihe — 
saved. Love to love with smiles replying, 
Penacook, N. H. Every day. 


You may have your little crosses, 
You may meet with little losses. 
Never mind! each cross will lighten, 
Grief in all your losses brighten, 
lf your hoid on God shall tighten 
Every day. 


eeee Beyond the struggles and the heart- 

of the weary pilgrimage is the better 
life with all its gladne+s and perfection. This 
life is not far from every son and daughter 
who is fally trusting Him who is the hope of 
the world. The heavenly home wil! be given 
those who walk by faith and follow the great 
Captain. Bey: the hoping and the dread- 








The Little Folks. 


A LITTLE BAG PICKER. 


A heap of little bits of calico and 

linen lay just ahead of Phenie’s broom. 

It was a very cunning new broom, and 

it swept as clean as new brooms always 

do. The sitting-room had to be swept ing there is sweet rest for weary feet and ach. 

a good many times in a day, for Miss ing 2 hearts. — _ , | life have 
rd’s work is done, 

Poor, the dress-maker, was there, snip- as GUMEEENEE MEDE Will bo gathered 2 ame, 

ping and making all the litter she could | join those who have been redeemed from sin 

—so Phenie thought. But she liked to | and death. 

sweep it up very well indeed. Tus Apvancine Yuan. 

“I'd pick those pieces out and save ||. i. ine Lord God that ie passing by ; 

them out for paper-rags,” said Aunt} Not in Me. great and migbty wind which 

re 
Anna, coming in just at that patente. Sob Gees GT en Deavieg end (iu: 
“There’s such a little of ’em,” said sends 


. 9 t’s | The surface into chaos, nor the sky 
Phonic. “1 den} Lene © be Aflame with fierce and flashing radiancy, 
worth. I want to sweep the veranda, | “ go: in a still small voice that condescends 
too.” To commune with man’s weakness, and at- 


tends 
So Phenie fidgeted for a minute with | ,,.. footsteps, whispering wisdom silently. 


her new broom, and when she found The grandeur end the tie eonth 
Aunt Anna didn’t say any more, she left|;, annual course leaves as it found the 


the bits of cotton in a corner of the 
wide brick hearth, avd went out to 
sweep the veranda floor. And when 
she went in again the rags were all out 
of the way. 

All through the summer there were a 
good many bits of cloth and paper to 
pick up; but Phenie didn’t touch them 
very often. There was always such a 
little, and she didn’t like to any way. 
But in the fall a tin-peddler drove up 
to the door in a shiny green cart, let- 
tered with gold;.and among other beau- 
tiful things he had some little tin pails, 
painted and lettered too. 

‘“*O Auntie!” screamed Phenie in the 
greatest delight, ‘‘ can’t I have one? ” 

“ Thirty cents, only,” said the ped- 
dier. * 

After one look at Aunt Anna’s face, 
Phenie felt, with a dreadful sinking of 
her heart, that he might as well have 
said thirty dollars. 

“Til take rags,” said the peddler, 
swinging one of the pails on his finger; 
** four cents a pound ” 

Aunt Anna’s eyes began to laugh. 

‘* Have you got any rags, Phenie? ” 
she asked. 

** No’m,” said Phenie, solemnly. 

“ If you had only saved them, Phe- 


heart; 
But that stil! voice which asks, ‘* What dost 
thou bere? ” 
Bears us along, lord of our second birtb, 
And makes this truth more clear with each 
fresh start, 
The Lord God passeth in the passing year. 








Religious items. 


Mr. Gervase M. Smith, son of the late 
lamented ex-President of the Wesleyan 
Conference, died recently in London, at 
the age of 26. 

The Cincinnati Hebrews are raising 
$50,000 for a Home for the Aged and 
Indigent. 

The church, manse and school-house, 
which it is proposed to build at Ep- 
worth, in honor of John and Charles 
Wesley, who were born there, are to 
cost $25,000. 

The Unitarians connected with the 
church at Clinton, Mass., have unani- 
mously voted to use weter instead of 
wine at the communion services. 


nie!” Miss Hoag, M. D., has been appointed 

aie < there was such a little,” said |t> Chin Kiang, a new field of labor in 
enie. ; 
dues Anne lenghed. Then. she China, and will leave about the middle 


brought in from behind the shed door a 
bag stuffed fall of rags. 

“ Here they are, Phenie,” she said. 
Phenie opened her eyes, and the ped- 
dier began to laugh. Is a minute he had 
weighed the rags. ‘‘ The pail’s yours,” 
he said; ‘‘ and twocents over. Manya 
little makes a deal, little girl. Now, 
I'm coming round again next spring. 
Can’t you save some rags for me? ” 

** Yes, sir,” said Phenie, hugging her 
pail with her two jingling coppers. 
— Temperance Banner. 


of January. She will be sent out by 
the New York Branch of the W. F. M. S. 
Rey. Dr. Peter Stryker resigned the 
pastorate of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Saratoga, Dec. 12. He has 
accepted a call from the Andrew Pres. 
byterian Church of Minneapolis, Minn. 

Rev. L. H. Halloch was installed 
over the Williston Congregational! 
Church, Portland, Me., Dec. 14. Rev. 
W.M. Taylor, D. D., of New York, 
preached the sermon. 

The Walnut Street Methodist Church 
of Kansas City has a Sunday-school of 
767 members; and of the 412 persons 
who have united with the ehurch during 
the last twelve months, 61 were from 
the Sunday-school. 

Prof. William Wells, of Union Col- 
lege, has gone to Bermuda for a season 
of rest. He will be away about two 
months. 

Ground has been broken for the new 
building of the First Methodist Church 
(formerly Old Light Stre: charge), 


Baltimore, Md., Rev. J. F. Goucher, 
pastor. The new stracture is to seat 
1,000 persons, and will cost $100,000, 

















For Young and Old. 


Bits of Fun. 


oa see ba will =) married » Mr. Shall ~ 
egan County, +, Trecently. There wi 
be lively times in that family pe long. 


«+++ A gentleman was giving a boy some 
ie ~ other day. The mother " 
“ Now, what are you to say to the gen- 

ite LE 


w looked up 
replied, ‘‘ More! 


eeee ic -goods Cler. : “ What 
arc you erying for, insie ? Have you lost 
— a Child ( up some sam- 
ples of silk): ‘“ No-o-o, sir; but the man at 
that other counter cut such big 
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